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ABSTRACT

This study examines the biography of the Companion Khalid ibn al-Walid (may Allah be
pleased with him) as presented in the writings of the classical Orientalist school (c. 1750—
1900), taking that school as a case study for analyzing the Western methodological tools used
to reinterpret Islamic history. Adopting an inductive, descriptive-analytical, historical, and
critical approach, it focuses on four representative figures: Edward Gibbon, Aloys Sprenger,
William Muir, and Julius Wellhausen. The research centers on two principal methods: textual
analysis, which compares Islamic narratives and casts doubt on reports of miracles or divine
support, treating them as later interpolations; and historical-religious criticism, which strips
events of their faith dimension and reduces the motives of Khalid and the conquests to purely
political, utilitarian, and tribal factors. The study finds that these historians—despite their
differing Enlightenment, evangelical, colonial, and philological backgrounds—unanimously
acknowledged Khalid's military genius and his record of remaining undefeated, yet differed in
explaining the causes of his success and all failed to grasp the spiritual and doctrinal
dimension of his leadership, a shortcoming that reflects the limits of the secular materialist
method. The study therefore recommends engaging this Orientalist output with rigorous
critical awareness and developing a sound Islamic historiographical framework that balances
the empirical event with its faith-driven motivation, so as to re-present major Islamic figures
accurately.

Keyword: Orientalism; Khalid ibn al-Walid; the classical school; textual analysis; historical-
religious criticism; Islamic historiography.
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(1) J. B. Bury, “Introduction,” in Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. I (London: Methuen, 1906), p. xvi.

(2) Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 6 vols. (London: 1776—-1788).

(3) Womersley, David, The Transformation of The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988),
p. 54.

(4) John Pocock, Barbarism and Religion, Vol. 1 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), p. 77.

(5) Gibbon, Decline and Fall, Vol. I, ch. 15, p. 579.
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"In the first wars against the infidels of Mecca, Khaled had acquired the name of the

Sword of God; his military character was tinctured with the enthusiasm of religion, and his
victories were ascribed to the favour of Heaven".®

(1) Swain, Edward Gibbon: Historian of the Roman Empire, p. 142.
(2) Vol. V, p. 312
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"The genius of Khaled was worthy of command; and if his ambition had been purified

by the maxims of philosophy, he might have deserved a place among the first of Roman or
Barbarian heroes".()
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(1) Vol. V, p. 329
(2) Map 11, opp. p. 320
(3) S. Huntington, Clash of Civilizations, 1996, p. 110
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(1) Josef van Ess, Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2. und 3. Jahrhundert Hidschra (1987), p142

(2) Francis Robinson, Islam and Muslim History in South Asia (Oxford University Press, 2000) p251
(3) Review of Sprenger’s Life of Mohammad,” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 18 (1861). P33

(4) Aloys Sprenger, Life of Mohammad from Original Sources (London, 1851-1861). P156
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(1) Aloys Sprenger, opt. p159
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"Khalid ibn al -Walid, though not designated by Muhammad himself, assumed

command after the fall of the leading officers, and by his military skill saved the army from

annihilation"(3) .
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(1) Tilman Nagel, Mohammed: Leben und Legende (Munich, 2008), on Sprenger’s early influence.
(2) Francis Robinson,
(3) Sprenger, Life of Mohammad, vol. II, p. 327
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"The campaigns of Khalid in Syria display an instinctive genius for manoeuvre; the

battle of Yarmuk, in particular, must be counted among the decisive encounters in world

history"(3).
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(1) Sprenger, Life of Mohammad, vol. II, p. 415
(2) Sprenger, Life of Mohammad, vol. 111, p. 72
(3) Sprenger, Life of Mohammad, vol. 111, p. 201
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(1) Julius Wellhausen, Das Arabische Reich und sein Sturz, Berlin, 1902. P23
(2) Julius Wellhausen, opt. p27
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(1) Avril A. Powell, Scottish Orientalists and India: The Muir Brothers, Religion, Education and Empire (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2010).
p55

(2) J. M. S. Baljon, Modern Muslim Koran Interpretation (1880-1960) (Leiden: Brill, 1961). P112

(3) William Muir, The Caliphate: Its Rise, Decline, and Fall (Edinburgh: John Grant, 1891) pxxi
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William Muir, The Caliphate, Its Rise, Decline, and Fall: From Original Sources, Smith, Elder & Company, 1891. (1)
(2) Al -Shafi'i, Mohammed Muneer'Deen & Kabir, Aliyu & Shafie, Ahmad. (2024). William Muir on Qur’anic Composition: A Critical
Evaluation of his Imagination. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences.
(3) Aliyu Kabir, Mohammed Muneer’deen Al -Shafi’i Olodo, and Ahmad Bazli bin Shafie. 2024. “The Theories and Methodologies of
Orientalists in The Study of Islam: A Case of William Muir and His Application”. AL -HIKMAH: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF
ISLAMIC STUDIES AND HUMAN SCIENCES 7 (3):1 -15.
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"After Abu Bekr and ‘Omar, the most prominent figure in the early days of Islam is

without doubt that of Khalid son of Al -Welid. More to him than to any other it is due that the
Faith so rapidly recovered its standing and thereafter spread with such marvellous rapidity".
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"His conduct on the battlefields which decided the fate of the Persian Empire, and of the
Byzantine rule in Syria, ranks him as one of the greatest generals of the world"™®.
anzy plad) (3 i) WSy A Ul aybo o) rae can @) JU) ol (3 4" e
R L S R Sy AL R IVTTA. [N WWLE- O VPP NE Y PP
Blnel ¢lsd 2l oay Mongir slods 352 JI5 ¥ amlo 3 avas 2l 235" ) 3~ Y sk
: L;buf Ll G g GSSS
"From the carnage of his arms he was named The Sword of God, and so little care had

he for loss of life, that he would wed the widow of his enemy on the field still sodden with his

own soldiers' blood"(z) .
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(1) William Muir, The Caliphate: Its Rise, Decline, and Fall, 4th ed., ed. T. H. Weir (Edinburgh: John Grant, 1915), Chapter V: “Recovery of
Arabia. Campaign of Khalid,” & Caca ol aneai <l i (2 i (i shandl 5kl “After Abu Bekr and ‘Omar...” 5“One of the greatest generals
of the world”).

(2) William Muir, The Caliphate: Its Rise, Decline, and Fall, Opt.
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"Many of the ‘Companions’ lost their lives... but now Khalid could declare that ‘Syria

sat as quiet as a camel.” They could now for the first time call Syria their own".(D
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"It would have been better for him had he listened to the remonstrance. .. [Khalid said] ‘I

am commander... [ will march against Malik ibn Noweira... "G
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"Malik ibn Noweira. .. is put to death -Khalid marries his widow".¥
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(1) William Muir, The Caliphate..., Chapter XVII: “Campaign in Northern Syria. Battle of the Yarmiik (A.H. 15 / A.D. 636)” il <l jié ¢
AW e iy & gasll: “now Khalid could declare that ‘Syria sat as quiet as a camel’...”¢ “There is no occasion to seek for any ulterior
motives... the sword to the pen; Khalid to Abu ‘Obeida.”

(2) William Muir, The Caliphate..., Chapter VIII: “Campaign in Chaldea (A.H. 12 / A.D. 633) "zl 58 «: “It is important... Arabian
sources are practically all he has to guide him here.”

(3) William Muir, Annals of the Early Caliphate from the Original Sources (London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1883), Chapter VI: “Story of Malik
ibn Noweira,” A& ) & ks “It would have been better for him had he listened to the remonstrance... ‘I am commander...””. (g3 g2l
g os).

(4) “Malik ibn Noweira... is put to death—Khalid marries his widow” = deluall Uaf jhils¢0  He... took to wife his widow
Selma.”

4l LY Gaw (5)
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"There is no occasion to seek for any ulterior motives which might lead ‘Omar to

replace Khalid by Abu ‘Obeida. Least of all can personal dislike have influenced him. ‘Omar
was too great for that... The military chief had to give place to the civil functionary; the

sword to the pen; Khalid to Abu ‘Obeida". )
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(1) Kabir, Aliyu & Al -Shafi'i, Mohammed Muneer'Deen & Shafie, Ahmad & Hammed, Isiaka & Olagunju -Ibrahim, Ridwan. (2024). The
Distorted Views of William Muir on Prophet Muhammad (saw)’s Character: A Critical Evaluation. Nanotechnology Perceptions. p20

(2) Abeebllahi Obalowu, Issah & Rahim, Adibah. (2023). Contextual and Critical Analysis of the Hadith of Khalid bin al -Walid's Troop to
Bani Jadhimah. International Journal of Islamic Khazanah. 13. p1 -10

(3) Fred Mcgraw Donner. Opt. p4 -5
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(1) Patricia Crone, Slaves on Horses: The Evolution of the Islamic Polity (Cambridge, 1980). P118

(2) Wellhausen, Julius. Prolegomena zur geschichte Israels. G. Reimer, 1886.

(3) The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. "Julius Wellhausen". Encyclopedia Britannica, 13 May. 2025,
https://www .britannica.com/biography/Julius -Wellhausen. Accessed 11 September 2025.

(4) Wellhausen, Julius. Das arabische Reich und sein Sturz. Walter de Gruyter, 2011.

(5) Halvorson, Loren. German Protestantism in Dialogue with the World. Diss. The University of Chicago, 1958.
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(1) Zhai, Anna. “Said, Edward (1977) Orientalism. London: Penguin,” n.d.
(2) Sahin, Kaya, Justin Stearns, and Julia Schleck. “‘Orientalism Revisited: A Conversation across Disciplines," Exemplaria: Medieval, Early
Modern, Theory 33,2 (2021): p197 -208
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"Khalid was the sword of Abu Bakr; without his ruthless energy the unity of Islam

would scarcely have survived the storms of apostasy"(l) .
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"The campaigns of Khalid in Syria display an instinctive genius for manoeuvre, a

flexibility that enabled the Arabs to confront far larger forces with success". (¥
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(1) Julius Wellhausen, Das arabische Reich und sein Sturz (Berlin: Reimer, 1902), p. 25

(2) Smend, Rudolf. "WELLHAUSEN SCHOOL." The Oxford Handbook of the Pentateuch (2021): p143.
(3) Hugh Kennedy 2007, pp. 69-73

(4) Wellhausen, ibid., p. 46
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"At Ajnadayn, Khalid’s tactical disposition turned the tide; his cavalry manoeuvres

broke the Byzantine lines" ) .
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"At Yarmuk, Khalid displayed a mastery of manoeuvre which places him among the
great captains of antiquity; the victory decided not only the fate of Syria but altered the

balance between East and West"(z) .
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"Yet his later dismissal by ‘Umar illustrates how little personal glory was tolerated in

the new community"(s) .
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"The execution of Malik ibn Nuwayra and the subsequent marriage with his widow cast

a dark shadow on Khalid’s reputation, and it is significant that ‘Umar never forgave him for
this deed"™® .
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(3) Wellhausen, ibid., p. 57
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"The caliphate could not afford to let a general become too great; Umar’s dismissal of

Khalid was an act of political necessity, not a judgment on his competence"(3) .
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(2) Fred M. Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests (Princeton University Press, 1981). P114
(3) Wellhausen, ibid., p. 60
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(1) Hugh Kennedy, The Great Arab Conquests. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2007. P67

(2) Wellhausen 1902, p. 57

(3) Patricia Crone, Slaves on Horses: The Evolution of the Islamic Polity (Cambridge University Press, 1980). p61 -67
(4) Gabriel, Richard A. "Great captains of antiquity." (2000): 1 -264.
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a. Consonant
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TRANSLITERATION
Arabic Latin Arabic S Latin
. ‘ e farun
i (a,i,u) (L<>-\ ahkam
< b hasle babun
o t g tamr
& th EN thalatha
z j s Jabal
e h Cgh> hadith
& kh NUES khalid
> d R din
5 dh AL madhhab
B r Lol rahib
J z u‘f) zaki
s S (3’\,& salam
5 sh Ly sharaba
P S 3339 sodrun
P d S dar
b t b tahura
b Z b zhohr
¢ ¢ AW ‘abdun
¢ gh Lk ghayb
o f Z0 Fatihah
q 3»«-9 qabas
4 k o kitab
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J I 1 layl
¢ m e munir
O n L& niqab
9 W NV wa‘ada
2 h C3ia hadaf
3 y il gl Yisuf
b. Short Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
. a S kataba
- i e ‘alima
: u u-l-}c ghuliba
¢. Long Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
s ¢ a By ;‘3 ‘alam , fata
S 1 SIS ¢ V.«Lc— alim , da‘1
9 a ffd}* ¢ (;ii ‘ulim , ‘ud“a
d. Diphthong
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
ﬁ% aw -"JJT aulad
{5\ ay f@T ayyam
&) iy 4 Gl iyyaka
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