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Abstract:

This study examines the biography of the Companion Khalid ibn al-Walid (may Allah be
pleased with him) as presented in the writings of the classical Orientalist school (c. 1750-
1900), taking that school as a case study for analyzing the Western methodological tools
used to reinterpret Islamic history. Adopting an inductive, descriptive-analytical, historical,
and critical approach, it focuses on four representative figures: Edward Gibbon, Aloys
Sprenger, William Muir, and Julius Wellhausen. The research centers on two principal
methods: textual analysis, which compares Islamic narratives and casts doubt on reports of
miracles or divine support, treating them as later interpolations; and historical-religious
criticism, which strips events of their faith dimension and reduces the motives of Khalid and
the conquests to purely political, utilitarian, and tribal factors. The study finds that these
historians—despite their differing Enlightenment, evangelical, colonial, and philological
backgrounds—unanimously acknowledged Khalid's military genius and his record of
remaining undefeated, yet differed in explaining the causes of his success and all failed to
grasp the spiritual and doctrinal dimension of his leadership, a shortcoming that reflects the
limits of the secular materialist method. The study therefore recommends engaging this
Orientalist output with rigorous critical awareness and developing a sound Islamic
historiographical framework that balances the empirical event with its faith-driven
motivation, so as to re-present major Islamic figures accurately.

Keywords: Orientalism; Khalid ibn al-Walid; the classical school; textual analysis,
historical-religious criticism; Islamic historiography.
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"In the first wars against the infidels of Mecca, Khaled had acquired the name of the
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"Khalid ibn al -Walid, though not designated by Muhammad himself, assumed

command after the fall of the leading officers, and by his military skill saved the army from
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annihilation™® .
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"It was Khalid who led one of the wings into Mecca, encountering resistance at some
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"During the apostasy wars, Khalid was the sword of the nascent caliphate; his energy

and swiftness struck terror among rebellious tribes, though accounts of his severity, such as

the episode with Malik ibn Nuwayra, must be regarded as coloured by party spirit".(41>
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“? William Muir, The Caliphate: Its Rise, Decline, and Fall (Edinburgh: John Grant, 1891) pxxi

“® William Muir, The Caliphate, Its Rise, Decline, and Fall: From Original Sources, Smith, Elder & Company, 1891.

@9 Al -Shafi'i, Mohammed Muneer'Deen & Kabir, Aliyu & Shafie, Ahmad. (2024). William Muir on Qur’anic Composition: A Critical
Evaluation of his Imagination. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences.

21



) Bl ) aadaY) Sl sl e 1ol e 087 al o e ol s s
330l Ll 3 i) e b 5SS 3 palors 80] Bmalr e Coaie BV g o (gl
a3t Slahlly oY1 &ptd) Sl G el (e ) Jodll S (f oy DY) Ul
G e meldl 08 SU 3 el SV a0

S adaor ) el ) AN Ul 1y Sl U G pse i bl Slemg 8
e oo o ST a3 akedd) B laana V) 2l Ll Gaslie as OLY1 e S 3 pSLaY)
edall B3al) e [0t ) A5 i) gl Lty 6l (3 3yl alaldi— 25000
RES | PO P | PV YV e S IO PR SO N E I U P JER PP

AP o A 8 Jols ST :@w\ ol

Ao 5" ks oY) ) e (3 p - e B oiym Al o e Beass OF se

£330 das i3l LYl Baleral e e Whan— SV Jgpll aly— Lagie ) o= esy SO

B30 et alasll Ladll 3 sk pladly ol 3 acliul

"After Abu Bekr and ‘Omar, the most prominent figure in the early days of Islam is

without doubt that of Khalid son of Al -Welid. More to him than to any other it is due that

the Faith so rapidly recovered its standing and thereafter spread with such marvellous

rapidity"”.
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"His conduct on the battlefields which decided the fate of the Persian Empire, and of

. . : : 51
the Byzantine rule in Syria, ranks him as one of the greatest generals of the world"® ",
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Orientalists in The Study of Islam: A Case of William Muir and His Application”. AL -HIKMAH: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF
ISLAMIC STUDIES AND HUMAN SCIENCES 7 (3):1 -15.

Y William Muir, The Caliphate: Its Rise, Decline, and Fall, 4th ed., ed. T. H. Weir (Edinburgh: John Grant, 1915), Chapter V: “Recovery of
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"From the carnage of his arms he was named The Sword of God, and so little care had

he for loss of life, that he would wed the widow of his enemy on the field still sodden with
his own soldiers' blood"” .
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