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Abstract

This study investigates the grammatical structure of interrogative constructions formed with the two
interrogative particles, the hamzah (Y<_3) and hal (#-J), in Sunan al-Tirmidhi. It seeks to identify
the distinctive characteristics of each interrogative particle in terms of its syntactic position and its
relationship to the surrounding structural elements of the sentence. The research problem arises from
the differing functions of these two particles in Arabic usage. The hamzah has a broader range of
functions, as it may be used to seek either tasawwur (conception) or tasdig (confirmation), whereas
hal, in its basic usage, is restricted to seeking confirmation. Accordingly, the study aims to: identify the
grammatical characteristics of interrogation using the hamzah and hal in Sunan al-Tirmidhi; analyze
selected Prophetic hadith examples to determine the syntactic position of each interrogative particle
and its relationship to the other elements of the sentence; clarify the principal grammatical and semantic
differences between the hamzah and %al/; and highlight the role of context in determining the meaning
of interrogation in Prophetic discourse. The study is limited to selected interrogative constructions
occurring in the statements of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) recorded in Sunan al-
Tirmidhi, with particular focus on the two interrogative particles, the hamzah and 4al. It concentrates
on grammatical analysis and the semantic implications arising from syntactic structure and context.
The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology by surveying interrogative examples in
Sunan al-Tirmidhi, classifying them according to the interrogative particle used, and analyzing their
syntactic structures and grammatical functions. A comparative approach is also employed where
necessary to compare the use of each interrogative particle in the selected hadith examples with the
principles established by Arabic grammarians in their works, drawing on the major authoritative
sources of Arabic grammar. The study reached several findings, the most important of which are
as follows: The selected examples from Sunan al-Tirmidhi demonstrate the widespread occurrence
of interrogation using both the hamzah and /4al in a variety of verbal and nominal constructions,
highlighting the flexibility of the Arabic grammatical system in forming interrogative structures. The
hamzah occurs more extensively than /al in the examples examined: it may precede the past or
present tense verb, occur with nominal sentences, and be used with negative constructions. It may
also be employed to seek either tasawwur or tasdig. By contrast, hal, in its basic function, is restricted
to seeking tasdig, and in the examples examined, it occurs in connection with a proposition whose
affirmation or negation is to be ascertained.

Keywords
Interrogation; Hamzah; Hal; Sunan al-Tirmidhi; Arabic Grammar.
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