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Abstract

This study examines the morphological analysis of the Qur’anic readings occurring in the verbs
of Sirat al-Hijr through Imam Siddiq Hasan Khan’s exegesis Fath al-Bayan fi Maqasid al-Qur’an.
The study is limited to ten instances selected because of their direct relevance to a variety of
morphological issues. For each instance, the study identifies the different readings, their attribution,
and their degree of authenticity, then presents Imam Siddiq’s treatment of the reading, compares it
with the views of scholars of Qur’anic readings and Arabic linguistics, and examines the apparent
effects of morphological variation on meaning and context. The researcher employed a descriptive,
analytical, and inductive methodology. The study first identified the ten instances, established the
various readings, their attribution, and their degree of authenticity, and presented Imam Siddiq’s
morphological analysis, followed by the views of other scholars. It then analyzed the morphological
structures in terms of patterns and derivation, basic and augmented forms, gemination and non-
gemination, patterns of the imperfect verb, and imperative formation. Brief grammatical analysis
was also provided where the morphological variation resulted in a syntactic difference. The study
distinguishes between mutawatir (mass-transmitted) readings and anomalous (shadhdh) readings. An
anomalous reading is mentioned only when necessary to clarify a linguistic or morphological basis
and is not treated in the same manner as a mutawatir reading in terms of statistical enumeration
or evaluation. The study demonstrates that the ten instances represent a range of morphological
issues, most notably active and passive voice, gemination and non-gemination, alternation between
basic and augmented verb forms, variation in imperfect-verb patterns, deletion and assimilation of
certain elements, defective formation and substitution, and imperative formation. The comparative
analysis also shows that Fath al-Bayan tends, in these instances, toward brevity and concentration on
meaning. Imam Siddiq may limit himself to mentioning or explaining the well-known reading without
exhaustively presenting all the variant readings. Consequently, consultation of specialized sources on
Qur’anic readings and Arabic linguistics is necessary to complete the morphological analysis. The
analysis further demonstrates that variation in morphological structure does not necessarily result in a
difference in the basic meaning in every instance. Rather, it may highlight differences in the direction
or orientation of the action, its intensity, the manner in which it occurs, or the way in which the
meaning is presented. In some instances, its effect may be limited to a linguistic or dialectal variation.
The study also emphasizes the importance of distinguishing between the authenticity of a reading
from the perspective of its transmission and the linguistic validity of its form from the perspective
of Arabic grammar and morphology. It further stresses the need to present Imam Siddiq’s statements
clearly and to distinguish them from the researcher’s own analysis and discussion.

Keywords
Morphological Analysis; Qur’anic Readings; Verbal Readings; Siirat al-Hijr; Fath al-Bayan ft Maqasid

al-Qur’an; Siddiq Hasan Khan; Morphological Structure; Morphological Semantics.
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