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Abstract

This study aims to examine the critical terminology related to the acceptance of Qur’anic readings
(qgira’at) used by scholars of Qur’anic readings, identify its methodological implications, and investigate
its role in the development of the critical methodology of this discipline. The research problem lies
in the absence, to the researcher’s knowledge, of an independent study that brings together these
terms within a unified framework, traces their usage in primary sources, clarifies their technical
meanings, and identifies the methodological distinctions in their application by leading authorities
in the field of Qur’anic readings. The study employs an inductive methodology by surveying the
terminology found in several major sources on Qur’anic readings, namely al-Sab‘ah by Ibn Mujahid,
al-Taysir and Jami‘ al-Bayan by Ablu ‘Amr al-Dani, al-Kamil by al-Hudhali, al-Igna“ by Ibn al-Badish,
al-Kanz by al-Wasiti, and al-Nashr by Ibn al-Jazari. It also employs an analytical methodology to
examine the meanings and scholarly functions of these terms, a comparative methodology to
identify areas of agreement and disagreement among the scholars in their use, and a descriptive
methodology to classify and present them. The study first addresses the concept, origins, and
development of critical terminology. It then examines the terminology used to denote acceptance,
analyzes the semantic and methodological distinctions among these terms, and highlights their role
in establishing the methodological principles governing the acceptance of Qur’anic readings. It also
identifies differences among the leading scholars of Qur’anic readings in their application of this
terminology, thereby demonstrating the precision of the critical methodology employed by these
scholars in evaluating and verifying transmitted readings and enriching specialized methodological
studies in this field. Among the most significant findings are that terms denoting acceptance—such
as sahih (sound/authentic), mutawatir (mass-transmitted), mashhar (well-known), maqru’ bihi (a
reading used in recitation), and mukhtar (preferred)—indicate varying degrees of transmission
reliability and strength of scholarly reliance and are not equivalent in rank. The study also finds
that the criteria used by Qur’anic-reading scholars to evaluate a reading were not based solely on
the soundness of its chain of transmission. Rather, acceptance depended on the fulfilment of the
recognized criteria collectively, while also taking into account established modes of recitation and
readings that had become well known among specialists in Qur’anic recitation.

Keywords

Qur’anic Readings; Critical Terminology; Acceptance of Qur’anic Readings; Critical Methodology;
Scholars of Qur’anic Readings; Methodological Studies.
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