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Abstract

This study examines the didactic poetic compositions (manzimat) devoted to the irregular Qur’anic
readings (al-qird’at al-shadhdhah) through a descriptive and analytical approach. It surveys a selec-
tion of poetic works composed on this category of Qur’anic readings, beginning with an examination
of the concept of irregular readings, their principal transmitters, and their evidential authority (hujji-
yyah). The study subsequently introduces these poetic compositions by examining their authors, their
methodological approaches, the breadth of their scholarly content, and the commentaries written upon
them. The study aims to identify the major trends in the composition of didactic poetry on the irregular
Qur’anic readings and to analyse the methodologies adopted by their authors in presenting the material.
It also highlights the historical development of this literary genre, tracing its progression from com-
prehensive compilation and exhaustive coverage to concise presentation and critical refinement. The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology. Six representative poetic compositions are exam-
ined, each reflecting a distinct scholarly orientation. Some are organised according to specific technical
principles, such as the orthography of the ‘Uthmanic codex (rasm), while others are devoted exclusively
to the irregular readings. Some combine both the canonical (mutawatir) and irregular readings, whereas
others favour brevity, selection, and editorial refinement. The study reaches several conclusions. Most
notably, it demonstrates the diversity of methodological approaches adopted in poetic compositions on
the irregular Qur’anic readings and the variation in the scope of their scholarly content. At the same
time, these works exhibit considerable consistency in their pedagogical structure, which is organised
around the principles (usiil) and detailed variant readings (farsh). They also share a reliance on symbolic
notation and concise expression as mnemonic devices. Furthermore, the study highlights the indispens-
able role of commentaries in completing the intellectual framework of these compositions and eluci-
dating their contents. The study recommends the systematic collection, critical editing, and publication
of these poetic compositions, together with the expansion of comparative research on them. It also calls
for further investigation into the influence of the irregular Qur’anic readings on the Islamic sciences,
.particularly Qur’anic studies, Arabic linguistics, and Islamic jurisprudence

:Keywords

Irregular Qur’anic Readings (al-Qird’at al-Shadhdhah); Didactic Poetic Compositions (Manziamat);
.The Four Additional Readings; The Three Additional Readings; The Fourteen Qur’anic Readings
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