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Abstract

This study investigates the causes of juristic disagreement through a foundational analysis that ex-
amines the legitimacy of disagreement among Muslim jurists¢ its origins¢ and its underlying causes¢
while highlighting the significance of the discipline of Asbab al-lkhtildf (Causes of Juristic Dis-
agreement) and its relationship to figh and usiil al-figh. The study aims to establish the theoretical
foundations of juristic disagreement: identify its principal causes¢< and demonstrate the importance of
understanding them for mujtahids< mufiis< and students of Islamic law« given their role in explaining
the juristic methodologies through which legal rulings are derived. To achieve these objectives¢ the
study employs inductive and analytical methods to identify« classify¢« and analyze the causes of jurist
tic disagreement.

The study concludes that disagreement over subsidiary legal rulings constitutes a natural consequence
of the diversity of juristic methodologies in evaluating legal evidence« interpreting scriptural textse
and deriving legal rulings« rather than a contradiction in the principles or objectives of Islamic law. It
further demonstrates that the causes of juristic disagreement may be broadly classified into two prin-
cipal categories: textual causes related to the transmission¢ authenticity¢ and interpretation of legal
evidence« and ijtihad-based causes arising from differences in legal reasoning: the application of the
principles of usii/ al-figh« linguistic interpretation¢ and the use of subsidiary legal sources. The study
also establishes that Asbab al-Ikhtilaf constitutes an independent discipline concerned with examin-
ing the linguistic¢ hadith-related¢ and legal-theoretical factors underlying juristic diversity in order to
explain the evidentiary basis and methodological foundation of each juristic opinion. The discipline
developed progressively until it attained a mature scholarly form in the classical juristic tradition.

:Keywords

Causes of Juristic Disagreement; Juristic Disagreement; Asbab al-Ikhtilaf; Ijtihad; Usil al-Figh.
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