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Abstract

This research studies the foundations of vocalization and diacritics (Dhabt) according to Imam
Ibn Mujahid through a descriptive, analytical, and comparative study. It aims to uncover the
theoretical foundations underlying Ibn Mujahid's conception of the system of diacritics, moving
beyond the historical-descriptive treatment to the analysis of intellectual structure governing
his choices in the diacritical marking (Naqt) and vowel marking (Shakl),of Qur’anic
manuscripts (Masahif). The research problem stems from the scarcity of studies addressing 1bn
Mujahid’s texts as an integrated epistemological body, due to the fact that most previous studies
have focused on applied and procedural aspects without examining the theoretical foundations
organizing them. The study employs the analytical methodology to examine the texts of Imam
Ibn Mujahid, the inductive methodology to collect texts related to consonantal pointing (Nagt)
and vowel marking (Shakl), and the comparative methodology by contrasting his views with
those of linguists and scholars of Dhabt to reveal points of agreement and disagreement,
thereby highlighting the distinctiveness of his methodology in this science. The research
treats Dhabt as a semantic tool that performs the function of grammatical inflection (I'rab) in
spoken speech within the written text. It also investigates the principle of economy in marking,
highlighting Ibn Mujahid’s reliance on minimizing signs to avoid cluttering or darkening the
text. Additionally, it explores the philosophy of positioning, which depends on the multiple
meanings of a single mark based on its spatial placement relative to the letter, as well as the
principle of "signification by absence" (Al-Dalalah bil-'Adam), which manifests in the marking
of gemination (Tashdid) and attenuation (Takhfif). The study concludes that Dhabt according
to Ibn Mujahid is not merely an aesthetic or formal enhancement, but rather an integrated
functional semantic system based on precise methodological foundations. Most notable among
these are the integration between diacritics and meaning, procedural economy, semiotic
condensation, and the reader's reliance on prior knowledge and context to interpret the signs.
Furthermore, the comparison between his methodology and that of Al-Khalil bin Ahmad and
other linguists revealed a clear distinction: Ibn Mujahid’s system is based on the philosophy of
position and the multi-functionality of a single dot, whereas subsequent methodologies
gravitated toward independence of symbols and pictorial clarity, making them more prevalent
in later manuscripts. The importance of this research lies in providing a deeper reading of the
science of Dhabt as a semantic system rather than merely supplementary formal tools, thereby
linking the applied aspect to its governing theoretical principles.
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