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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the relationship between digital social responsibility and adherence
to intellectual property rights among undergraduate students in the context of their use of
generative artificial intelligence applications. It adopts a sociological perspective that focuses
on the gap between rapid technological development and the slow adaptation of value and
institutional systems, thereby moving beyond conventional legal and technical approaches. The
study seeks to analyze the nature and dimensions of this relationship by examining students'
levels of digital social responsibility, their degree of adherence to intellectual property rights,
and the role of social and institutional factors—namely peer culture, faculty guidance, and
awareness-raising policies—in shaping their academic behaviour. The study employed a
descriptive-analytical approach and collected data through a validated questionnaire
administered to a sample of 237 students from Al-Leith University College, representing a
range of academic disciplines and study levels. The findings revealed a structural gap between
high levels of theoretical awareness of ethical and legal risks and relatively lower levels of
practical engagement with transparency and proper documentation. The results also indicated
a strong correlation between digital social responsibility and adherence to intellectual property
rights, with digital social responsibility accounting for more than 47% of the variance in ethical
behaviour. The study further concluded that peer culture exerts a strong influence on shaping
students' academic commitment.

Keywords: Sociology of Digitalization; Digital Social Responsibility; Intellectual Property
Rights; Generative Artificial Intelligence; Peer Culture.
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