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Abstract

This study examines the role of Western media in shaping stereotypical representations of Islam and
Muslims. It employs Islamophobia as an analytical framework to explore how media and political
dimensions interact in the production and entrenchment of these representations within public con-
sciousness. The study proceeds from the premise that Islamophobia is not merely a transient social
reaction but a complex discursive construct. Media institutions contribute significantly to this con-
struct through mechanisms such as media framing, news selection, the semantic deployment of ter-
minology, and the reproduction of cultural stereotypes across traditional and digital media platforms.
The study aims to elucidate the relationship between stereotypical representations and Islamophobia,
and to analyse how Western media contribute to associating Islam with violence and extremism. It
also seeks to identify the principal tools employed in this context across journalism, cinema, broadcast
media, and social media platforms. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilising
media discourse analysis as a methodological tool to understand prevailing patterns in the represen-
tation of Islam and Muslims. The findings indicate that Western media have consolidated a reductive
image of Islam and Muslims by transforming isolated incidents into generalised indicators and by
associating the actions of particular groups or individuals with Islam as a religion and civilisation. The
study further concludes that these representations extend beyond symbolic depiction into the social
and political spheres, influencing public policy, opportunities for social integration, and the climate
of coexistence within multicultural societies. Accordingly, the study recommends developing more
balanced media approaches, promoting critical scholarship on the representation of Islam in Western
media discourse, and emphasising media literacy initiatives capable of deconstructing stereotypes and
exposing biased narratives.
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Western Media, Stereotypes, Islamophobia, Media Framing, Media Discourse, Representation of Is-
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Thinking Through Islamophobia: Global Perspectives.
London: Hurst & Company.

(3) Cesari, Jocelyne. (2006). When Islam and Democracy
Meet: Muslims in Europe and in the United States. New
York: Palgrave Macmillan.
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(2) Kundnani, Arun, The Muslims Are Coming!: Islam-
ophobia, Extremism, and the Domestic War on Terror
(London: Verso, 2014), pp. 1-18.
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(1) Poole, Elizabeth, Reporting Islam: Media Represen-
tations of British Muslims (London: 1.B. Tauris, 2002), pp.
45-52.

(2) Poole, Reporting Islam, p. 48.
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(4) Shaheen, Jack G., Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood
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(1) Entman, Robert M., “Framing: Toward Clarification
of a Fractured Paradigm,” Journal of Communication,
43(4) (1993), pp. 52-53.

(2) Kumar, Deepa, “Framing Islam: Media Constructions
of the Middle East Post-9/11,” International Communica-
tion Association Conference Papers (2008).

(3) Jackson, Richard, Writing the War on Terrorism: Lan-
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(1) Larsson, Goran, “Cyber-Islamophobia? The Case of
Wikilslam,” Contemporary Islam, 1(1) (2007), pp. 53-67.

(2) Ittefaq, Muhammad, and Ahmad, Kamran, “Represen-
tation of Islam and Muslims on Social Media,” Journal of
Media Critiques, 4(13) (2018), pp. 73-90.

(3) Larsson, “Cyber-Islamophobia?”, p. 55.
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(2) Cesari, Jocelyne, When Islam and Democracy Meet:
Muslims in Europe and in the United States (New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2006), pp. 45-60.

(3) Omeish, M., “Muslim Students’ Perceptions of Preju-
dice and Discrimination in American Academia,” (unpub-
lished/academic study context), pp. relevant sections.
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(1) Poole, Elizabeth, Reporting Islam: Media Represen-
tations of British Muslims (London: 1.B. Tauris, 2002), pp.
65-80.
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(3) Jackson, Richard, Writing the War on Terrorism: Lan-
guage, Politics and Counter-Terrorism (Manchester: Man-
chester University Press, 2005), pp. 100-120.
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