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Abstract

This study examines the significance of the judiciary within the Islamic state through an analytical
investigation of the juristic preferences and legal opinions of Imam al-TurttishT concerning judicial
affairs. It analyses his views and elucidates their juristic foundations, while also examining his opin-
ions regarding public officials (‘ummal), the consequences of justice and injustice, and the principles
of judicial administration and siyasah shar‘iyyah (Shari‘ah-oriented governance). The central cont
cern of the study is to identify Imam al-Turttshi’s methodology with respect to judicial matters by
analysing the legal texts and discussions presented in his work Siraj al-Mulik. It further explores his
treatment of the effects of justice and oppression upon society through the reports, textual evidence,
and narrations from the early Muslim generations (al-salaf) that he cites concerning the destructive
consequences of injustice and the necessity of establishing justice among the governed. The study
also examines the principal foundations of judicial practice and Shari‘ah governance as articulated by
al-Turttishi. The research aims to clarify Imam al-Turtiish1’s legal methodology regarding selected isg
sues of judicial administration and siyasah shar‘iyyah. Employing an analytical figh-based approach,
it identifies the legal principles underlying his treatment of these subjects and situates them within
the broader framework of Islamic political and judicial thought. The study reaches several significant
conclusions. Imam al-Turtiishi maintains that the judiciary constitutes a Shari‘ah-based public office
(wilayah shar‘iyyah) rather than a merely administrative position. He places particular emphasis on
the judge’s possession of sound religious knowledge—especially in Islamic jurisprudence and its
legal principles (usiil al-figh)—together with integrity, justice, and piety, while warning against judg-
es who become instruments of political rulers. He further stresses judicial independence and rejects
political interference in judicial decision-making. Al-Turttishi regards judicial injustice as one of the
principal causes of the decline and collapse of states. The study also demonstrates that al-Turtlish
conceives siyasah shar‘iyyah as the protection of religion and the administration of worldly affairs in
accordance with it. In his view, political authority is not a privilege but a trust that entails accountabil-
ity and responsibility. Among the fundamental principles he establishes are that justice constitutes the
foundation of sound governance, that religion and the Shari‘ah must be safeguarded and upheld, that
competent individuals should be appointed to judicial and public offices, that governors and officials
must be held accountable for their conduct, and that an impartial judiciary represents one of the rul-
er’s most effective instruments for maintaining justice, order, and political stability.

:Keywords

al-Turttisht; Siyasah Shar‘iyyah; Judicial Methodology; Judiciary; Principles of Governance; Justice;
Injustice..
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