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Abstract

This study examines the legal provisions governing cassation appeals based on defects in evidentiary
means within Islamic jurisprudence and the Saudi legal system. It aims to clarify how deficiencies
in evidentiary procedures affect the validity of judicial rulings and whether such defects may justify
cassation. The study analyses the concept of evidentiary means and explores the relationship between
defects therein and the grounds for cassation recognized in Islamic law. It further reviews juristic ap-
plications concerning the cassation of judgments founded upon the testimony of legally disqualified
witnesses, perjured testimony, or the subsequent discovery of factual errors underlying the judgment.
The study identifies areas of agreement and disagreement among the major schools of Islamic juris-
prudence on these matters. Additionally, the study examines the conditions for cassation appeals in
Islamic law, including the competent authority for review, and the requirements of legal standing
(sifa), a valid ground for cassation, and proof of judicial error. It then examines the Saudi legislator’s
approach to cassation appeals, identifying the categories of judgments that are subject to or exempt
from challenge before the Supreme Court. Particular attention is given to the treatment of evidentiary
defects within the Saudi legal framework and their implications for the administration of justice and
the finality of judicial decisions.
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