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Abstract

This study investigates the Qur’anic verses in which death is mentioned before life, despite its being
subsequent to life in both temporal sequence and legal consideration. It seeks to uncover the divine
wisdom and semantic implications underlying this rhetorical ordering through a contextual analysis
of the relevant Qur’anic passages. The study employs an inductive methodology to identify the rel-
evant verses, followed by a contextual and analytical examination of their meanings. The findings
demonstrate that the semantic significance of foregrounding death over life varies according to the
speaker within the Qur’anic discourse. When the expression occurs in the divine address, it conveys
the majesty and absolute sovereignty of Allah. When articulated by the prophets, it signifies certainty
of faith and unwavering conviction. By contrast, when it appears in the speech of the polytheists, it
reflects attitudes of disbelief, denial, and rejection. The study further concludes that the precedence of
death alludes to the primacy of what came first in the order of creation and existence. It serves as a re-
minder of humanity’s origin and the beginning of creation, insofar as non-existence preceded earthly
life. Moreover, it constitutes evidence of Allah’s power to resurrect humanity after death and provides
a refutation of those who deny the Resurrection. The analysis also reveals that death is presented as
one of Allah’s blessings bestowed upon His servants, since it marks the end of worldly hardship and
suffering and the transition to the everlasting bliss of the Hereafter. Finally, the foregrounding of
death reinforces the Qur’an’s moral and spiritual purpose by directing attention to the inevitability of
.death, its agonies, and the lessons of reflection and admonition that arise from contemplating it

:Keywords

Foregrounding; What Is Subsequent Temporally or Conceptually; Death; Life; Qur’anic Semantics;
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