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Abstract

This research aims to clearly explain the underlying reasons for the Prophetic hadiths forbidding
the use of gold and silver utensils, while clarifying the extent to which these reasons influence
contemporary jurisprudential rulings concerning the use of utensils produced from precious
metals and stones such as rubies, pearls, and emeralds. The research also seeks to elucidate the
jurisprudential Maxims (Juristic Rules) that determine the comprehensiveness of the
forbiddance for all human benefit, and to clarify the juristic characterization (qualification) of
occurrences happening in light of current extravagance. This demonstrates the validity of
Islamic law, its consideration of the universal benefits, and the objectives of the Lawgiver in
protecting the nation from the evils of extravagance and the burdens of ostentation. To achieve
the research objectives, an inductive, analytical, and comparative methodology was employed.
This was realized by examining the relevant juristic texts and the opinions of scholars from the
four schools of Islamic jurisprudence which were then subjected to a methodological analysis
of the modes of deriving the cause, examining the evidence, its contradictions, and the
arguments presented to attain the most preferrable opinion based on strong evidence and
compelling reasoning. The research concluded with several results. The first, the prohibition
mentioned in the Prophetic traditions encompasses all forms of using gold and silver vessels,
such as applying oils, kohl, and perfume, not limited to eating and drinking from them because
those two were mentioned to illustrate the common practice rather than to restrict the ruling
only to them. In addition, the research explained that the jurisprudentially recognized effective
cause is a composite one, combining extravagance, arrogance, breaking the hearts of the poor,
and imitating tyrants, while assigning greater weight to the view that the cause of monetary
value (al-illah ath-thamaniyyah) does not consistently apply in contemporary reality. The study
also concluded that the ruling on using precious utensils made of materials other than gold and
silver is linked to the presence or absence of the effective cause; thus, it is prohibited if intended
for boasting and superiority, but permissible otherwise, remaining on the baseline of original
permissibility. The research recommended that it is necessary to clarify the rulings on owning
modern, newly invented luxury items, and activating educational and media roles to spread a
culture of moderation and frugality. Furthermore, it recommended directing researchers to study
the economic dimensions of hoarding money in vessels and antiques and urging religious
authorities to consider societal norms when ruling on contemporary issues related to adornment
and precious possessions. Furthermore, it recommended directing researchers to study the
economic dimensions of hoarding wealth in utensils and antiques and calling upon fatwa-
issuing authorities to consider societal custom when ruling on contemporary issues related to
adornment and precious possessions.

Keywords: Gold utensils; Precious metals; Causes of forbiddance; Islamic Jurisprudence;
Extravagance and ostentation.
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