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ABSTRACT

Imam Muhammad ibn Jarir al-TabarT was a pre-eminent scholar of his age. His mastery of diverse
intellectual disciplines secured his prominence in his society, the wider Muslim community, and
among his contemporaries and students. This erudition established him as a leading figure of his era,
prompting generations of scholars and disciples to transmit his works across the numerous fields in
which he excelled. This study examines al-Tabar1’s juristic preferences concerning the qualifications
of judges and the principles of evidentiary proof—the central problem of this research. It employs
inductive, analytical, and comparative methodologies by examining relevant legal texts and judicial
rulings, analysing them in light of al-TabarT’s views, and comparing his positions with those of other
jurists to identify his preferred opinions. Through his scholarship and independent reasoning (ijtithad),
al-TabarT attained the rank of absolute ijtihad (al-ijtihad al-mutlaq) and founded an independent legal
school, the JarTr1 madhhab. The study elucidates his views on judicial qualifications, including his
position on the appointment of women to judicial office and the permissibility of Muslims seeking
adjudication before non-Muslim authorities. It also examines his preferences concerning evidentiary
mechanisms—particularly testimony (bayyinah) and confession (iqrar)—as discussed in his Qur’anic
exegesis. Al-Tabar1’s rise to the highest echelons of juristic reasoning was underpinned by his ency-
clopaedic knowledge, diverse intellectual pursuits, and rigorous scholarly formation. Notably, several
of his positions—such as his acceptance of women’s eligibility for judicial office and the permissi-
bility of litigation before non-Muslim authorities—demonstrate remarkable foresight, as these issues
have acquired renewed relevance in the contemporary period. This underscores the continued impor-
tance of engaging with al-Tabar1’s intellectual legacy. His contributions offer a resource for contem-
porary Muslim societies seeking to address emerging challenges with a mature and well-grounded
juristic vision rooted in the principles of Islamic law.
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