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Abstract

This study provides a semiotic analysis of colour in Dahshat al-Qass, examining its symbolic
and semantic dimensions and its role in the construction of meaning within the narrative text.
It investigates how colour functions as a semiotic element contributing to narrative structure
and meaning production. The study is organized into two main components: a theoretical
framework addressing the concept of semiotics and its relation to colour, including its treatment
in classical criticism, and an applied analysis of selected narrative samples chosen to illustrate
the functions and implications of colour usage. The findings demonstrate that colour extends
beyond a descriptive aesthetic element to function as a symbolic sign that enhances narrative
structure, reveals character depth, and enriches interpretive engagement. The multiplicity of
colours operates across psychological, social, aesthetic, and cultural dimensions, establishing
colour as a central mechanism in meaning construction. The study recommends expanding
semiotic analyses of colour in diverse Arabic literary texts and integrating such approaches into
educational contexts to enhance literary interpretation.

Keyword: Color semiotice — Meaning — Symbolism — Sign — Dahshat al-Qiss.
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