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Abstract

This study examines the methodology of the early Muslim scholars (al-salaf) concerning the
conditions and ethical guidelines governing the practice of enjoining good and forbidding evil,
a central religious duty in Islamic thought. The study identifies six essential conditions required
of those undertaking this responsibility: legal accountability, adherence to Islam, sincerity,
conformity to prophetic guidance, knowledge, and capability. It also clarifies conditions that
are not required, including moral probity, authorization from political authority, maleness, and
freedom. In addition, the study outlines the ethical principles that should guide this practice,
including gentleness, forbearance, appropriate speech, self-accountability, impartiality,
prioritization of more significant matters, patience, and the principle of preventing harm over
attaining benefit. It further discusses recommended practices such as offering lawful
alternatives to wrongdoing, maintaining discretion in advice, diversifying methods, and
cooperating with others engaged in similar efforts. Employing inductive, inferential, and
analytical methods, the study synthesizes the contributions of early scholars and presents clear
conclusions regarding the governing conditions and ethical framework of this practice.
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