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Abstract

This study examines the methodological approach of the Qur’aniyytin (Qur’anists) and its
relationship to Orientalism, arguing that many of their doubts and arguments have been
transmitted from Orientalist scholarship, given the considerable overlap in doctrinal positions
and conceptual frameworks between the two. The Qur’aniyytn contend that the Prophet’s
(peace be upon him) failure to command the formal codification of the Sunnah indicates its lack
of binding authority. They further invoke Qur’anic verses t0 argue against the legitimacy of
appealing to the Sunnah as a source of proof, maintaining that it was neither written nor
preserved in the manner of the Qur’an. In addition, they cite reports concerning certain
Companions who erased portions of what had been written from the Sunnah. The study
concludes the following: The emergence of multiple sects and schools of thought in the second
century AH, following the generation of the Companions, each advancing views that
fragmented the Muslim community, undermined its unity, and compromised adherence to the
religious rulings upheld by the preceding generation. During this period, groups appeared that
categorically denied the authority of the Prophetic Sunnah, while others rejected solitary reports
(khabar al-ahad), advocating exclusive reliance upon the Qur’an. The Qur’aniyyin are
frequently influenced by Westernization, Orientalism, and colonial intellectual institutions,
which shape their doctrinal, cultural, economic, and political orientations. Their ultimate
objective is presented as fragmenting the unity of the Muslim community and casting doubt
upon the Prophetic Sunnah, a foundational source of Islamic law and belief. A close relationship
exists between the so-called “Qur’aniyytin”—who, according to the study, depart from the
sound understanding of the Qur’an—and Orientalist scholars, as they share numerous
theological assumptions and conceptual premises. An examination of the Qur aniyyiin’s
writings, journals, and conferences reveals that their critiques extend beyond limited scholarly
disagreement to a comprehensive skepticism toward core elements of the religion. Although
Qur’anist ideas have gained adherence among a number of Muslim intellectuals and academics,
many of these individuals have been shaped by Westernizing or Orientalist influences, often
through engagement with colonial or Orientalist institutions. Such influence extends beyond
theological concerns to affect broader economic, cultural, and political perspectives, reshaping
their overall worldview.

Keywords: Quranists - Sunnah - Denial of the Sunnah - Orientalists.
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