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Abstract

Sheikh Muhammad Ali Taha al-Durra (1923-2007) initially worked in agriculture before
commencing his formal religious studies at the Sharia Scientific Institute in Homs (Khalid ibn
al-Walid Institute) at the age of twenty-two. He later served as an imam and preacher,
subsequently joining the Ministry of Education as a teacher, and eventually became a grammar
instructor at the Sharia Scientific Institute in Homs. He authored several works in grammar,
grammatical parsing (i'rab), and Qur’anic exegesis. He lived through the period of the French
Mandate and the subsequent independence of Syria. Social life during his lifetime was
inevitably influenced by the surrounding political conditions. Syria received substantial
economic assistance from Arab states as a result of its war efforts against Israel and experienced
a period of economic growth. Missionary organizations were also active during this time.
Despite these circumstances, he authored his major work, The Exegesis of the Qur’an, Its
Grammatical Parsing, and Its Elucidation, which in its final edition comprised ten substantial
volumes and was distinguished by numerous scholarly features.
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