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Abstract

This study aims to examine the developmental stages of al-makhsts bi’1-dhikr (specification by
explicit mention) in the Qur’an and the scholarly attention devoted to it through an analytical
study of Ibn al-Jawzi’s exegetical work Zad al-Masir. The research seeks to clarify the
conceptual framework of al-makhsis bi’l-dhikr, demonstrate its significance, and trace its

historical development. The importance of this study lies in shedding light on the historical
phases through which the discipline of al-makhsts bi’l-dhikr evolved, particularly in view of
the scarcity of specialized, comprehensive studies devoted to its distinct stages. It also
highlights the subtle juridical wisdoms and distinctive legal implications associated with

expressions singled out for mention in Qur’anic verses.The study adopts an inductive and

analytical methodology. The research concludes that al-makhsts bi’l-dhikr in the Qur’an
constitutes an independent and compound technical term, defined as a restrictive qualification
within a verse intended to clarify a legal cause (‘illa), ruling (hukm), or objective (magsad)
among the higher objectives of Islamic law (magasid al-shari‘a). The study further establishes
that the concept of al-makhsis bi’l-dhikr in Qur’anic usage is broader and more comprehensive

than its formulation within the Hanafi legal school. In addition, the researcher undertook a
historical survey of the major stages in the development of al-makhsts bi’1-dhikr in the Qur’an,
identifying the scholars who distinguished themselves in each phase. The study demonstrates
that each stage possessed its own defining characteristics, shaped by its particular temporal and
spatial contexts as well as by its prevailing scholarly methodologies.

Keywords: Stages, Specific, Mention.
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