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Abstract
This study examines the judicial rulings and legal methodology of Judge Ashhab ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz al-Maliki, with particular attention to his role and contributions during his tenure as a
judge in Egypt. The research addresses the problem of identifying the distinctive features of
Ashhab’s judicial practice by exploring several key questions: the nature of his judicial
contributions, the extent of his commitment to the Maliki school of law, and the degree to which
he departed from it in favor of other juristic opinions. The study further analyzes fundamental

judicial issues reflected in Ashhab’s rulings, including the concept of overturning judgments, a
judge’s revocation of his own prior rulings, the annulment of another judge’s ruling, juristic
disagreements concerning such annulments, judicial liability for erroneous judgments, and the
occurrence of error in judicial decisions. The research adopts inductive and analytical
methodologies to trace Ashhab’s juristic choices and assess his impact on Islamic judicial
practice. The study concludes that Ashhab ibn “Abd al-*Aziz demonstrated a strong confidence

in his independent legal reasoning, a characteristic that distinguished him even in relation to his
teacher, Imam Malik ibn Anas. He consistently presented his own opinions alongside those of
Imam Malik, explicitly identifying them as his own. The findings further establish that Ashhab
was among the mujtahid jurists within the Maliki school who preserved and defended it, while
not binding himself rigidly to its positions. Rather, he prioritized legal evidence in judicial
matters, reflecting a methodological independence that transcended strict school adherence.

Keywords: Judiciary, Appeal, Enforcement of Judgments.
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