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ABSTRACT
. This study aims to investigate the acquisition of grammatical gender in Arabic as a second language by Yoruba-

speaking learners and to identify the major difficulties and errors they encounter in the use of masculine and
feminine forms. The study is based on the structural differences between Arabic and Yoruba. Arabic has a
grammatical gender system whose effects extend across several components of sentence structure, whereas
Yoruba does not exhibit a comparable system of gender agreement. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach by examining the linguistic performance of a sample of 54 Yoruba-speaking learners, equally
distributed across three proficiency levels: beginner, intermediate, and advanced, with 18 learners at each level.
The analysis focuses on gender-related errors involving demonstratives, relative pronouns, anaphoric pronouns,
adjective and predicate agreement, subject—verb agreement, and numeral-noun constructions. The findings
reveal variation in the patterns and frequency of errors across the three proficiency levels, indicating that certain
difficulties with gender agreement persist as learners’ linguistic proficiency develops. The study also highlights
the influence of the learners’ first language in explaining some of these errors, particularly the absence of
grammatical gender in Yoruba. It recommends instructional strategies based on cross-linguistic comparison,
gradual and systematic practice, awareness of gender agreement, and the effective use of modern educational

technologies

Keyword: Second Language Acquisition, Grammatical Gender, Arabic Language, Yoruba Language.
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TRANSLITERATION
Arabic Latin Arabic e Latin

. : 6 farun

! (a,i.0) P& ahkam
- b &6 babun
o t % tamr
& th &N thalatha
d j s Jabal
e h Cud> hadith
& kh NUES khalid

> d R din

3 dh CAads madhhab
) r Caly rahib
J z 65 zakl
o S (5’\; salam
B2 sh Gyl sharaba
P S jj\iﬁ sodrun
B d S dar
b t J-’é-la tahura
- z 5k zhohr
¢ ¢ b “abdun
¢ gh b ghayb
o f e Fatihah

3 q s qabas
4 k SLs kitab
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J 1 % layl
¢ m e munir
O n & niqab
9 w NV wa‘ada
2 h Csaa hadaf
83 y gl Yiasuf
b. Short Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
: a S kataba
: i e ‘alima
; u L ghuliba
c. Long Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
S < a =y ;L’c ‘alam , fata
< 1 1 lke ‘alim , da1
9 i ;-’CJ}‘ ¢ (;ii ‘ulim , "ud‘a
d. Diphthong
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
J/T aw "JJT aulad
LS‘ ay g‘ﬁj ayyam
&) iy 46 iyyaka
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