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Abstract

This research addresses the history of codifying Islamic jurisprudence
in the Muslim world and the efforts of Muslims in this regard, whether
through official collective endeavors or individual initiatives, as well as the
advantages and disadvantages of these efforts. It also examines the attempts
of Arab and Islamic states to codify family jurisprudence, which is now
commonly referred to as personal status law. The study specifically highlights
the Personal Status Law of the Sultanate of Oman, issued by Royal Decree
No. 32/97, as a model of personal status laws in the Muslim world, presenting
its chapters, articles, and main features. The research problem lies in how to
balance between the textual provisions of Sharia and their higher objectives
on one hand, and the needs of Omani society along with its social and
economic developments on the other. This raises questions about the extent
to which this law adheres to the principles of Islamic jurisprudence and its
success in addressing family issues in a way that ensures family stability and
achieves justice among its members The researcher has employed the
descriptive-analytical method to answer the research questions and has
reached several findings, most notably: the existence of many attempts to
codify Islamic jurisprudence in the Muslim world. Among these are Al-
Fatawa al-Hindiyya (also known as Al-Alamgiriyya) in India, the Majallat al-
Ahkam al-Adliyya in the Ottoman Empire, as well as the codification of
endowment (waqf) rulings according to the Hanafi school in a book entitled
Kitab al-‘Adl wal-Insaf fi Mashakil al-Awqaf. Later, personal status rulings
were codified, and the basis of the Omani Personal Status Law was the
Muscat Document of the Unified Law of Personal Status for the Gulf
Cooperation Council States. Moreover, the drafting of the articles of the
Omani Personal Status Law relied on the sources of Ibadi jurisprudence, as it
is the official madhhab of the state.

Keywords: Codification, Jurisprudence, Personal Status Law
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