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Abstract

Michel Foucault’s intellectual project focusses on re-examining Western
culture history, highlighting the marginalized contents of that culture, which
was subjected to monitoring. His vision concerning the relation between the
self and the truth is two-fold; one is negative while the other is positive. This
research follows Foucault’s methodological analysis of truth, power, and
discourse. Political power plays a significant role, as Foucault claims, in
directing the discourse toward shaping the truth that suits such power.
Political power will craft laws and norms to legitimize the crafted truth
imposed on community. Hence, any discourse that does not accept the
dominant one, is not “true”, and the political power will use all the techniques
in its disposal (marginalization, disciplining, monitoring, and punishment), to
marginalize and eliminate it. This research aims at highlighting the
philosophical view of Foucault’s on truth, power, and discourse. Hence the
study will discuss the power techniques of used by powers of elimination and
marginalization, that turn other discourses to “silenced”, leaving the public
sphere in the hands of one dominant discourse, while the silenced discourse
becomes far from being influential. Besides, the discourse can be considered
as a tool of power that is used to impose the appropriate truth on its policies
and its own terminology to describe the opposition groups of this power and
to their goals and policies. Thus, through alluding or convincing public
opinion can be formed and shaped.

Keywords: Michel Foucault, truth, power, discourse
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