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Abstract

Salt: a study in linguistic semantics and cultural symbolism

This research sought to trace the connotations and meanings carried by the
word (salt) and its derivations in the Arabic language to reveal the
relationship of these meanings with what was stored in the collective
memory of perceptions of beliefs about salt throughout its long history,
taking a strong support from the relationship of language with culture. The
research followed a descriptive and analytical approach based on
extrapolating the semantics of the word salt and tracking it in the Arab
literature and what settled in popular culture and then analyzing it, to reach
results, including: The richness of the word salt with meanings and
connotations has a strong relevance with its cultural symbolism, and that its
frequent use and uniqueness of properties allowed the Arabs to borrow it in
many overlapping meanings that lead each to the other and relate to it. As in
the meaning of eating, which is linked to the meanings of breastfeeding,
sanctity, good treatment, and fulfillment of the covenant.

Keywords: Cultural symbolism - semantics - folk rituals
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