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Abstract

This paper sheds light on the prevalence of negative views on Islam in
Europe, and the emergence of insults to Islam, Muslims, the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), and the Holy Quran. Using historical and
inductive methods, it explores the possible causes, past and present, for such
prevalence. The research problem is to identify the historical, social and
religious determinants that explain the causes of the phenomenon of
insulting Islam in Europe. The research aims to explain the history of abuse
of Islam, past and present, and to clarify the possible causes of abuse and
the negative view of Islam in Europe. It concluded that there are multiple,
interrelated factors involved in shaping the superficial view and the
misrepresented social imaginary of Islam in Europe. Among the most
important factors are the lack knowledge about Islam and the common,
systematic miseducation about Islam, which is a key root of negative views
and Islamophobia, and in turn, the phenomenon of insulting Islam. Other
important reason is the media distortion of Islam, and racism fuelled by far-
right groups. There also religious and political-cultural reasons, as well as
those caused by some Muslims residing in Europe.

Keywords: Europe — Insult on Islam - social imaginary — causes
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Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia. "St. John of Damascus." Encyclopedia Britannica, November 30, 2022.
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Belloc Hilaire, The Crusades: the World's Debate, Bruce Publishing Company, 1937, p. 8.

(4) Mahmut Aydin, Contemporary Christian evaluation of prophethood of Muhammad, In Modern Western

Christian Theological Understandings of Muslims Since the second Vatican council (Washington: The
council of research in values and philosophy, 2002), 133-156.
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