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Contextual Evidence for the Use of General Terms in their

Applicability to Specific Purposes and their Relation to the

Rule of Avoidance of Customization
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Abstract

This study explores the use of general terms for specific purposes, for it may
be difficult for some researchers to identify certain general terms and apply
them to specific purposes. However, sometimes such expressions are used
for a specific situation or an individual regardless of the fundamental rule
stating that generalization preponderates the specificity of purpose, or that
customization stands in lieu of generalization, thus provoking a state of
ambiguity. The researcher has adopted the analytical inductive research
methodology to define the meaning of this fundamental rule and the relation
of the rules to the general terms. In addition, the researcher sought to answer
the question: When can the general term be used for a specific purpose?
This study aimed at determining the conditions of using the applicable
general terms for the specified purposes supported by evidence and context,
and the relationship between the rule stating that “generality of the term
should eventually prevail” and that which advocates “avoiding
customization,” as well their differentiation and disambiguation. The study
concluded that above all both rules are valid and should be reckoned with
unless they are negated by stronger evidence. However, when there is a
contradiction between the rulings extrapolated from the two rules, and in
case this proves deficient, then the “generality of the term should eventually

prevail” and take precedence over the rule of “avoiding customization. ”

Keywords: general,own text, the reason, Elaboration.
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