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Abstract

Measuring Lexical Variety in Genres: A Comparative Study of Elegy
in Contemporary Literature with a Focus on Poems of Ahmid Shoqi, Hafiz
Ibrahim, and Khalil Motran

The repertoire of words which we refer to as ‘lexicon’ is among the
most distinguishing features of style . and also indicative of the poet or
writer’s mystery in writing. The first step to find one’ way to a poet’s
mind’s world is knowledge of his repertoire of words since this is how we
may learn about his intentions. The spread of words in a poem, regardless of
the poet’s attitude, emotions, or personal stance, is an effective way through
which the poet expresses his ideas. Familiarity with a poet’s work is the
same as familiarity with his personal lexicon. Thus, the poet’s lexicon is the
basis on which he composes his poems and is reflective of his personality,
which makes the poet unique.

In this study, an attempt was made to characterize the personal lexicon
of some of the distinguished poets. Lexical variety is one of the determining
features of poetic style which can be characterized through a comparative-
statistical study of a sample of poems. These questions can be specifically
answered:

1) Which poem, as compared it with others, is richer in terms of variety
of lexical items?

2) How has the poet benefitted from the variety of words at the time of
composing a poem?

To this end, a sample of Ahmid Shoqi’s, Hefiz Ibrahim’s, and Khalil
Motran’s elegiac poems in contemporary literature were studied by
applying a comparative-statistical method of studying lexical variety.

Keywords: Lexical variety, Style, Statistics, Ahmed Shoqi, Hafiz
Ibrahim, Khalil Motran

Asddres: Department of Arabic language and literature, Science and
Research Branch, Islamic Azad university .Tehran, Iran.
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