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Abstract
The Impact of Married-Woman Work on Family and Marital
Relations in Light of the Concepts of the Structural Theory of Family
Counseling among Married Working Women in Jordan

This study aimed at investigating the effect of the married women's
work on the dimensions of family and marital relations in light of the
concepts of the Structural Theory of family psychological counseling in
Jordan and its relationship with women's years of work, age and work
sector. The sample comprised ¢YY working wives in the public sector (YVY
from the health sector and YA% from the educational sector). Data were
collected using a £¢Y-item questionnaire that covers seven dimensions
(parenting, family violence, feelings of psychological security, marital
stability, family welfare, sexual life, and family power struggle). The results
showed that married some's going to work has an intermediate overall effect
on these dimensions (M= Y.YY) as well as on individual dimensions with
variable effect. The effect was low on family violence; intermediate on child
rearing, marital stability, and sexual life; and high in feeling of
psychological security, family welfare, and family power struggle. There
were statistically significant differences were associated with the years of
work in favor of five years or less and with age in favor of less than Y+
years and the work sector variable in favor of the educational sector. In light
of these results, a number of recommendations were formulated.

Key words: women’s work, family counseling, family and marital
relationships, structuralism
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