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Substantive Exegesis: Rooting and the Expected

Abstract

This study deals with one of the branches of exegesis, namely “substantive
exegesis”, then moves to make a comparison of its definitions and delves
into its roots to determine whether they are old or new, and proceed to
identify the reasons behind its increasing popularity over the last decades.
This is because demands have grown more vocal calling for the adoption of
the latter as an alternative approach in dealing with issues brought to society
or other issued raised by the holy Qur’an, be it ancient or forthcoming.

And through gathering verses after studying, reflection upon and
contemplating them through their context, in search of the reasons why they
were mentioned in the holy Qur’an. This will contribute to understanding
human or universal phenomena that can be detected, checked and used for
the benefit of humanity, as God Almighty said: ¢And He placed at your

service whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on earth . . . & (Al-
Jathiyah: \v)

In order to highlight the significance of substantive exegesis, the
study seeks to compare it with other branches of exegesis and to show the
contrast between the Qur’anic word and simply investigating its positions
within the Qur’an; between the substantive coherence of the Surah which
brings up the issues it tackles; and between substantive exegesis that looks
into the overall findings about its parts and aspects, there a comprehensive,
holistic view to perhaps reach the rules that regulate its object and to come
up with a theory about it.

In addition to that, the necessity for substantive exegesis has been
imposed by the shortcoming of old versions of exegeses that, albeit rich in
content, fail to meet the needs of people and society. Therefore, substantive
exegesis can deal with any urgent topic, such as jurisprudence, that is
polythematic and renewable through the renewal of its topics.
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