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Abstract

This study, “The Natural Symbol and Its Semantic Manifestations in Dahshat al-Qas: A
Semiotic-Semantic Study,” aims to examine the natural symbol in the Saudi very short story as
an artistic and semantic component that contributes to meaning construction and enriches the
aesthetic experience. The research proceeds from the hypothesis that natural elements—Iiving
creatures, cosmic phenomena, inanimate objects, and minerals—are transformed in Dahshat al-
Qas from sensory manifestations into symbols charged with meaning, expressing the author's
vision of the relationship between human beings, nature, and existence. The study adopts the
analytical semiotic-semantic(') method to uncover the mechanisms through which the natural
symbol operates within the texts and to trace its aesthetic and intellectual dimensions. The
research concludes that natural symbols constitute pivotal components in shaping meaning, and
that their employment is intentional and purposeful, transcending mere rhetorical
ornamentation toward constructing the text’s intellectual outlook. The semiotic-semantic
analytical method further enabled a deeper interpretive reading of the texts and revealed their
suggestive and symbolic capacities.

Keywords: natural symbol(?) — semiotics(®) — meaning(*) — Dahshat al-Qas.

(1) - It is a methodological approach that examines signs and symbols in texts, revealing the mechanisms of
meaning generation through the analysis of linguistic structures, symbolism, and the relationships between the
signifier and the signified, with the aim of understanding the text’s discourse and its deeper meaning.

(2) - Tt refers to the use of natural elements or phenomena—such as rivers, seas, ropes, birds, seasons, etc.—within
literary texts as meaningful signs that convey visions and concepts extending beyond physical existence.

(3) - Semiotics is the science that studies systems of signs and symbols and the mechanisms through which they
produce and interpret meaning. It forms the principal methodological framework in this study for analyzing
the natural symbol.

(4) - Semantics refers to the meanings carried by a sign or symbol within its psychological and cultural contexts,
encompassing both explicit (surface) and implicit (symbolic) meanings.
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