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Abstract

This research presents a critical¢ comparative study of the asbab al-nuzul (reasons for
revelation) as cited by Mugatil ibn Sulayman in his tafsir< with a particular focus on Surahs
Yunus and Hud as case studies. The study begins with an introductory section that provides a
brief biography of Mugqatil ibn Sulayman and an overview of his exegetical methodology. The
first chapter explores the concept of asbab al-nuzul¢ their significance for Qur’anic
interpretation¢ and the primary sources through which they are identified. The second and third
chapters examine the instances of asbab al-nuzul cited by Mugqatil in his commentary on Surahs
Yunus and Hud. These are critically analyzed and compared with the views of other classical
exegetes¢ with the aim of identifying areas of agreement and divergence. The study also
discusses the reasoning provided by each interpreter and evaluates the reliability of their
positions. Methodologically¢ the research employs inductive¢ analytical¢ and deductive
approaches. The study arrived at several key findings¢ including: Mugqatil was knowledgeable
in tafsir; however¢ his approach was not grounded in tafsir bi’l-ma’thur (narration-based
exegesis). He often relied on reports lacking authentic chains of transmission and without direct
hearing (sama‘)< which renders many of his interpretations methodologically weak except
where they align with those of reliable narrators. He did not adhere to the scholarly standards
for citing asbab al-nuzul¢ frequently presenting them without isnads (chains of narration) and
in an arbitrary manner. Despite these shortcomings<« Muqatil’s tafsir had a significant influence
on many later exegetes¢ who relied in various instances on the asbab al-nuzul he cited over
those mentioned by others. In his tafsir of Surahs Yunus and Hud« Mugqatil cited six reports
pertaining to asbab al-nuzul. All of these reports were found to have weak and disconnected
chains of transmission¢ except for the final one« which aligns with the narrations found in the
two Sahihs (al-Bukhari and Muslim) and the opinions of the majority of commentators. The
study concludes with several recommendations¢ the most important of which are: Conducting
a dedicated academic dissertation on the asbab al-nuzul reported in Muqatil’s tafsir across the
entire Qur’an. Undertaking a scholarly study of nasikh wa’l-mansukh (abrogating and
abrogated verses) in his tafsir¢ as this is a critical and underexplored area within the sciences of
the Qur’an.Keywords: Reasons for disembarkation - Mugqatil ibn Sulayman - Interpretation of
Mugqatil - Surah Yunus - Surah Hud.

Keywords; Reasons for revelation - Mugatil bin Sulayman - Mugatil’s interpretation - Surah
Yunus - Surah Hud.
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