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Abstract

This research examines examples of Arabic signatures by applying the tools of speech act
theory according to Searle's classification¢« which divides verbs according to their performative
power into (informative speech acts¢ directive speech acts¢ obligatory speech acts¢ expressive
speech acts¢ and declarative speech acts). The importance of the research lies in the fact that it
studies signatures from the perspective of modern linguistic studies - pragmatics - as the study
works to demonstrate signatures from the perspective of speech acts in terms of their influential
power and impact on the recipient. The research problem is represented in answering the main
question: What is the performative power of signatures? What is its effect on the recipient?
How did the surrounding environment affect the success of the communication process between
the creator of the signature and the recipient of the signature? The research aims to analyze
examples of signatures with a pragmatic analysis and understand the relationship between the
speaker¢ the addressee« and the general atmosphere in which the signature was said; thus¢
arriving at its performative power. In this research¢ the researcher followed the inductive
approach; The researcher examined a number of signatures related to their various creators
(caliphs¢ ministers¢ officials¢ etc.)¢ in addition to employing the method of pragmatic analysis;
this was done by analyzing samples of signatures according to the theory of speech acts. One
of the most prominent results reached by the research is that many of the signature texts were
pragmatic discourse par excellence« due to the diversity of styles¢ speakers¢ and addressees.
The research also found a diversity of speech acts in the signatures of various types¢ and the
study revealed the performative power contained in the speech acts of signatures.

Keywords: performative force« speech acts¢ signatures.
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