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Abstract

The Noble Prophetic Hadith contains several distinct linguistic phenomena, chief among them the
phenomenon of referencing (al-ihalah), which plays a critical role in understanding both the
language and legal meanings of the Prophet’s sayings (peace be upon him), as well as in deriving
certain jurisprudential rulings. This study aims to introduce and define the concept of referencing,
review its treatment in contemporary linguistic scholarship, and explore its presence and function
within Hadith texts. It examines key aspects such as the concept and components of referencing in
linguistic theory, its role in communicative frameworks, its functions and classifications, the
contexts in which it occurs, and the interrelation of references within a unified text—each
illustrated through selected examples and analytical models from Hadith literature. Among the
study’s main findings is the recognition that, despite critiques of traditional Arabic linguistic
theories, Arabic-Islamic scholarship clearly anticipated many ideas found in modern linguistics.
Classical scholars effectively applied these concepts in ways that align with the structure and
expressive nature of the Arabic language, reflecting a deep understanding of linguistic principles
and their relevance to Islamic legal and cultural contexts.

Key words: Referring to previously mentioned text, Hadith.
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