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Abstract

God created all creatures¢ guaranteed their sustenance« and distinguished human beings from
the rest by granting them intellect. He honoured them above all other creations. As Allah the
Almighty says: “And We have certainly honoured the children of Adam and carried them on
the land and sea and provided for them of the good things and preferred them over much of
what We have created« with [definite] preference” He further distinguished the believers by
their reliance upon Him. He has clarified for us what is permissible of the good things He
created and has detailed what He has prohibited of that which is impure or harmful. Whatever
is proven to be wholesome is deemed permissible« and whatever is proven to be harmful or
impure is forbidden. Insects and substances derived from them fall into three categories: a) A
category that is pure and permissible¢« over which there is no scholarly disagreement« such as
locusts. b) A category that is unanimously prohibited¢ which includes everything proven to be
harmful or impure. c)A category subject to scholarly disagreement among jurists. Most of the
issues related to insects—whether in the context of food or medicine—are contemporary and
emerging. This has made the process of obtaining reliable scientific data on these matters
somewhat challenging. This research aims to arrive at sound Islamic legal rulings (ahkam
fighiyyah) concerning some of these emerging issues. The methodology it will follow involves
referencing analogous cases found in Islamic texts and authoritative books of jurisprudence«
which can serve as a basis for legal comparison (qiyas).
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