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Difficulties in Learning the Arabic Language for Non-Native Speakers
“Students in The Fifth and Sixth Grades of Primary School in the State of
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ABSTRACT

As the researcher worked as a primary school Arabic language teacher in Qatar, and through
the educational experience and interaction with non-Arabic speaking students, the researcher
identified essential challenges that needed addressing to achieve satisfactory outcomes. This
involved pinpointing the difficulties faced by these students, devising solutions, and adopting
an analytical descriptive comparative approach in this research. The researcher employed a
survey tool to collect data, designing a questionnaire distributed among the study sample to
gather research responses. The study tool comprised 99 items divided into three main axes,
branching into seven sub-axes from the first axis. The study population focused on non-native
Arabic-speaking fifth and sixth-grade students, with a sample of 28 students based on specific
variables such as country of residence, grade, school, and student gender. One of the primary
goals of this research was to overcome the barriers hindering non-Arabic speaking students
from learning standard Arabic fluently, enabling them to speak and utilize it practically in
their daily lives and academic pursuits. The research recommends developing a specialised
and simplified curriculum by experts concerned with non-native Arabic-speaking students,
parallel to the core curriculum for all students. Additionally, it suggests setting up an extra
classroom specifically for fluent non-Arabic speaking students, designing a timetable that
aligns with their learning capacities, training teachers for this type of education, creating
newsletters and leaflets in the students' primary language translated into standard Arabic,
containing educational messages regularly sent to parents to help them understand the
requirements to support their children's learning, and encouraging students to visit the school

library whenever possible and read stories in Arabic.

Keywords: learning difficulties, Arabic language teaching curricula, non-Arabic speaking

students, primary school students..
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Master’s thesis, UIN Sunan Gurung Dati
Bandung.

Arabic is a second language taught
compulsorily in some Islamic countries of
the world and is the fourth or fifth among
the most important foreign languages taught
in many European countries. However,
problems in learning Arabic still occur from
both linguistic and non-linguistic aspects,
because learning a language other than the
mother tongue is not easy. In this study,
researchers discussed the problems of
learning Arabic at the Nandlal Mubtadi'in
Al-Islamy boarding school in Indramayu,
which has excellent programs, namely
proficiency in  Arabic and English,
understanding reading the turost book, and
memorizing the Quran. How is this
program carried out, especially in Arabic, in
a cottage environment with a busy schedule
of activities?  Therefore, researchers
conducted  their  research on the
problematics of Arabic language learning.

This study aims to find out the objectives of
the Arabic language teaching system, find
out how the implementation of Arabic
language teaching, find out the problems in
Arabic language teaching, and then find out
the efforts made to overcome the problems
of Arabic language teaching at Nahdlotul
Mubtadi'in Al-Islamy Indramayu Islamic
boarding school. This research uses
descriptive qualitative methods conducted at
Nahdlotul Mubtadi‘in Al-Islamy Indramayu
Islamic boarding school, data collection
methods through in-depth interviews,
participatory observation and
documentation, data analysis techniques
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to study to find out the process of a child
acquiring and learning their second
language until the child has language skills.
Kindergarten “Al-Mustagbal” is one of the
kindergartens that applies two languages in
the learning process, it is English language
and Arabic language. So, focus of this
research is on the Arabic learning process.
And in this study, the researcher discusses
the acquisition of a second language that is
focused on vocabulary and hijaiyah letters,
given that language learning for early
childhood is limited to only vocabulary and
letters, this adjusts to the ability of early
childhood who can only produce one or two
words.

The purpose of this study is to describe (1)
the process of acquiring a second language
in learning Arabic language to achieving
language skills for children. (2) difficulties
experienced by children when learning
Arabic as a second language. (3) solutions
to overcome difficulties experience by
children when learning Arabic as a second
language. The researchers used method for
research is descriptive qualitative research
with a type of case study. The researcher
concludes the data by observation,
interview, and documentation and then
analyzes the data using “the Miles and
Hubermen” method, which is collecting
data, reducing data, presenting data, and
conclusions.

The results of this study are (1) the process
of acquiring the language of both children in
Arabic learning occurs by creating Arabic
language culture in learning process, using
direct methods, communicative methods,
guestion and answer methods. And use
learning media, namely: pictures, videos,
rabid song, wall stickers, cards, and others.
(2) difficulties experienced when learning
vocabulary and recognizing of hijaiyah
letters: (a) children quickly forget the
vocabulary that has been taught because the
use of vocabulary is only in the school
environment while at home children use
mother tongue. (b) children whose

7

'

.3‘3\"
B

with data reduction, data display, and
conclusions, while to check the validity of
the data using the triangulation method.

The results of this study are: 1. The Arabic
language learning system aims at the ability
to express feelings and thoughts and speak
Arabic to understand Islamic teachings and
knowledge written in Arabic. 2. The
implementation of Arabic language learning
consists  of: planning, organizing,
implementing, and controlling, using a
curriculum that is made by itself for the
needs of the cottage, namely Kulliyatul
Muta'allimin Az-Zahra. 3. Consisting of
linguistic and non-linguistic problems, from
linguistic aspects consisting of sound
grammar, vocabulary, sentence grammar,
and writing, all aspects of linguistics are

influenced by heterogeneous  student
backgrounds. From the non-linguistic
aspect, it consists of student factors,

textbooks, teacher factors, curriculum, and
social environment. 4. Efforts to overcome
the problems of learning Arabic from
linguistic and non-linguistic aspects, the
boarding school organizes additional Arabic
language learning that requires the
participation of male and female students. in
overcoming teacher problems, the boarding
school leaders and all teachers continue to
evaluate the development of institutions
both in terms of curriculum, textbooks, and
social environment.

Ul o L—aST Agustini, Agustini (2020)
Jib¥I iz § iyl dall] ol § 41
. Masters thesis, Universitas g/¥le | fuleund/”

Islam Negeri Maula
Language acquisition is the process a person
can produces his language. The acquisition
of the first language refers to the mother
language while the acquisition of the second
language refers to learning, a foreign
language after learning the original
language (mother tongue). Obtaining a
second language in childhood is interesting
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Arabic. Interviews were conducted after the
lecturers  finished writing the story
framework. This interview is to get
incomplete information about their first
experience  when  teaching  Arabic,
contemporary experiences, and aspirations
for the future direction of Arabic learning
better.

international language. The first experience
teaching a lecturer has difficulty in
determining an effective learning approach
and feels anxious because they feel unable
to become a professional lecturer. The
experience of lecturers in managing Arabic
learning confirms that they use a contextual
approach, discovery, and genre pedagogy,
all of which will depend on the condition of
students and the learning situation. Then in
managing learning with the ability of
students who are heterogeneous they do
assignments and roles adjust to the ability of
students, and also do variations of material
with an appropriate emphasis on student
competency based on need analysis and
competence analysis. The findings of this
study reveal the aspirations and hopes of
lecturers about Arabic learning better in the
future based on the current evaluation of
Arabic learning.
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pronunciation is not perfect have difficulty
in mentioning vocabulary and hijaiyah
letters. (c) difficulty in distinguishing short
and long digits in Arabic words. (3)
solutions to overcome these difficulties (a)
the teacher accustoms to communicate
directly with children using Arabic in the
learning process in the classroom or outside
the classroom. (b) the teachers help children
to perfect their utterances by frequently
practicing on an ongoing basis. (c) the
teachers teach the explicit mention of letters
to give examples to children. (d) the teacher
provides an interesting learning medium. (e)
the parents helping children repeat lessons
at home

2l § pDhiauddin, Dhiauddin (2020)
o LY go drolr S dirll Ly p2)) U golei
dlyd i Ylo i fSHI oM Y1 g0 ]

. Master’s thesis, Universitas Islam 42 —w

Negeri Maulana Malik lbrahim
is not as successful as learning English, and
until now Arabic is still considered a
difficult language to learn. So that various
efforts were made to improve Arabic
learning, from learning materials to teachers
or lecturers as teaching staff. Lecturers as
facilitators play an important role in
achieving the objectives of learning Arabic.
Revealing their experience becomes an
academic effort to increase knowledge
about learning Arabic.

The study was approached through narrative
inquiry which primarily focused on
experience of lecturers in teaching Arabic.
A study was conducted to identify lecturers,
two lecturers were selected among Arabic
lecturers at UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim
Malang who had taught Arabic for several
years. Narrative frame and interview were
used as the research instruments. lecturers
are asked to write their experiences in
narrative frame about the past, present,
future of their experiences when teaching
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Value 947
Part 1
N of ltems 502
|Cronbach's Alpha Value 973
Part 2
N of Items 49°
Total N of Items 99
Correlation Between Forms .846
Spearman-Brown Equal Length 917
Coefficient Unequal Length 917
Guttman Split-Half Coefficient 917

Mean Variance |[Std. Deviation N of Items
Part1 | 147.8148 1654.003 40.66943 508
Part2 | 194.6667 | 1595.462 39.94323 49°
Both 342.4815 5998.336 77.44893 99
Parts

>3 0.917 5 sbo Ldad) & mll Olaz lalae s 0.917 (5 sl L5 YI Jolan OF oy J s a0

T.«b- s ol A

E LS W falee Clue

owwcuj;wiwwqwg.

Cronbach's Alpha

N of Items

978

99

W Jobas Sl L @5 L To a0l s 2 5 0.978 #1155 57 W ol 203 OF L3
LS doml) 1S5 3,8 ST 3Ly 8

Scale Mean if Item| Scale Variance if | Corrected Item-Total | Cronbach's Alpha if
Deleted Item Deleted Correlation Item Deleted
1 339.6667 5782.308 .895 977
2 339.7778 5857.718 .607 977
3 339.6667 5859.231 .646 977
4 339.5556 5785.564 .928 977
5 339.8148 5950.003 196 .978
6 339.7037 5795.755 .861 977
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Scale Mean if Item

Scale Variance if

Corrected Item-Total

Cronbach's Alpha if

Deleted Item Deleted Correlation Item Deleted
7 339.9630 5789.652 919 977
8 339.5556 5924.718 311 .978
9 339.7407 5802.584 872 977
10 339.5926 5900.328 423 977
11 340.0000 5860.385 .663 977
12 339.6667 5893.615 482 977
13 338.4815 6067.182 -.305 .978
14 340.0370 5799.883 .906 977
15 339.5556 5945.410 193 978
16 338.5556 5924.333 .353 .978
17 339.3333 5759.923 .965 977
18 340.0000 5943.462 215 .978
19 339.2222 5785.564 .969 977
20 339.5926 5743.789 .954 977
21 339.2963 5742.986 961 977
22 340.0741 5914.225 .376 .978
23 339.0370 5931.114 233 .978
24 338.4815 5995.721 .004 .978
25 339.2222 5918.179 342 978
26 338.6296 6055.781 =277 978
27 339.0000 5750.462 .940 977
28 339.2963 5742.986 961 977
29 339.4444 5804.641 794 977
30 339.4444 6081.487 -.397 .978
31 340.1111 6059.256 -.263 .978
32 340.1852 6027.926 -.123 .978
33 338.4815 5868.798 556 977
34 339.1111 5905.410 478 977
35 339.7778 6070.949 -.281 979
36 339.6667 5795.462 .898 977
37 339.5185 5745.182 .959 977
38 339.7407 5826.123 125 977
39 339.5185 5753.413 .966 977
40 339.4444 6061.795 -.264 .978
41 339.2963 5793.293 .766 977
42 340.0370 5836.960 .706 977
43 340.2963 5930.217 292 .978
44 340.2593 5792.815 .808 977
45 339.8148 5851.849 557 977
46 339.0370 6043.729 -.227 .978
47 339.6667 5803.231 .769 977
48 339.8519 5983.131 .067 .978
49 339.5926 5880.635 530 977
50 339.4444 5839.564 550 977
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Scale Mean if Item| Scale Variance if | Corrected Item-Total | Cronbach's Alpha if
Deleted Item Deleted Correlation Item Deleted
51 339.6296 5737.858 915 977
52 339.8519 5760.900 927 977
53 338.0370 6084.422 -.499 978
54 338.0370 5873.806 741 977
55 338.1111 5867.872 .840 977
56 337.9630 5899.114 .853 977
57 338.1481 5870.823 .899 977
58 338.1111 5865.103 827 977
59 338.0000 5888.462 796 977
60 337.9259 5895.533 711 977
61 337.8148 5912.157 577 977
62 338.0370 5874.575 762 977
63 337.9259 5892.687 673 977
64 338.0370 5873.806 741 977
65 338.1111 5867.872 .840 977
66 338.0370 5880.960 814 977
67 338.1481 5870.823 .899 977
68 338.1111 5865.103 827 977
69 338.0000 5888.462 796 977
70 337.9259 5895.533 711 977
71 337.8148 5912.157 577 977
72 338.0370 5874.575 162 977
73 339.2222 6060.949 -.272 978
74 340.1111 5805.718 .865 977
75 339.2593 5755.507 .960 977
76 339.8519 5762.516 934 977
77 339.1481 5800.746 .966 977
78 339.7407 5765.507 958 977
79 339.3704 6057.088 -.216 979
80 338.8519 5805.823 707 977
81 338.1111 5867.872 .840 977
82 338.3333 5941.692 299 978
83 338.1481 5870.823 .899 977
84 338.1111 5865.103 827 977
85 338.1111 6073.872 -.488 978
86 338.0370 6040.345 -.264 978
87 337.8148 5912.157 577 977
88 338.0370 5874.575 762 977
89 339.0741 5749.148 959 977
90 338.1481 5856.362 .804 977
91 338.3333 5850.538 .845 977
92 338.0000 5904.462 .868 977
93 338.0000 5887.538 .803 977
94 339.8519 5769.362 933 977
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Scale Mean if Item| Scale Variance if | Corrected Item-Total | Cronbach's Alpha if
Deleted Item Deleted Correlation Item Deleted
95 339.7037 5780.601 927 977
96 339.7037 5990.217 .018 978
97 338.6667 5880.308 524 977
98 338.8148 5802.080 960 977
99 338.5556 5970.256 132 978
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oY sl Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000 .000
N 28 28 28 28
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Sl Sig. (2-tailed) 000 000 .000
N 28 28 28 28
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Sl Sig. (2-tailed) 000 000 000
N 28 28 28 28
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