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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to explain the stages of fetal development from early pregnancy until birth by comparing what 

Islamic teachings mention with what modern medicine has discovered. The topic was chosen because of the 

ongoing debate about the time of ensoulment and the confusion some people have between religious texts and 

new medical information. The main question of the research is: Do the stages of the fetus described in Islamic 

sources agree with what medicine shows today? To answer this question, the study presents the stages of the 

fetus in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, explains the scholars’ opinions on when the soul enters the fetus, and then 

shows how doctors describe fetal development and when signs of life appear. It also discusses the points where 

religion and medicine agree or disagree. The study is important because it helps clarify the seeming contradiction 

between some prophetic traditions and supports scholars and judges in understanding the ruling on abortion and 

determining the correct time of ensoulment. The research reached several findings. Most classical scholars said 

that ensoulment happens after 120 days, while embryology shows that the main signs of life appear between 

days 42 and 49. Therefore, the study recommends reviewing some narrations about the timing of ensoulment and 

keeping up with medical progress to better understand the connection between scientific facts and Islamic 

teachings.. 

Keyword: Fetal development,  Ensoulment,  Embryology,  Islamic law, Modern medicine , Fetal life. 
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TRANSLITERATION 

 
a. Consonant 

 

Arabic Latin 
Example 

Arabic Latin 

 farun 

(a,i,u) aḥkām 

b bābun 

t tamr 

th thalātha 

j Jabal 

ḥ ḥadīth 

kh khālid 

d dīn 

dh madhhab 

r rāhib 

z zakī 

s salām 

sh sharaba 

ṣ ṣodrun 

ḍ ḍār 

ṭ ṭahura 

Ẓ z̧hohr 

c cabdun 

gh ghayb 

f Fātihah 

q qabas 

k kitāb 
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l layl 

m munīr 

n niqāb 

w wacada 

h hadaf 

y Yūsuf 

 
b. Short Wovel 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
c. Long Wovel 

 

Arabic Latin 
Example 

Arabic Latin 

a kataba 

i calima 

u ghuliba 

Arabic Latin 
Example 

Arabic Latin 

ā ālam , fatāc 

ī īcalīm , dāc 

ū ūculūm , ´udc 

 
     d. Diphthong 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Arabic Latin 
Example 

Arabic Latin 

aw aulād 

ay ayyam 

iy iyyāka 


