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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the extent to which the Maliki school succeeds in grounding its
legal rulings upon sound foundational principles, particularly given that many Maliki books
omit detailed textual evidence. The research is based on Maslik al-Dilala ‘ala al-Risala of Ibn
Ab1 Zayd, authored by the traditionalist Ahmad al-Ghumar (d. 1380 AH), to extract and derive
the foundational principles and jurisprudential rules upon which Maliki legal reasoning is
constructed. Al-Ghumari’s methodology is distinguished by its comprehensive evidential
analysis of all the issues discussed, making the work akin to an encyclopedic treatment that
links foundational principles with derived rulings, while evaluating the strength and weakness
of evidences—an approach that sets his commentary apart from other explanations of the
Risala, owing to his unique combination of juristic insight and tradition scholarship. We reveal
that al-Ghumari adopts a distinct methodological framework grounded in objectivity when
presenting Maliki evidences prior to critique, coupled with a strong analytical sense that leads
him, at times, to oppose certain Maliki positions when they contradict his methodology.
Nevertheless, the sharpness of his critique in this work is noticeably milder than in his other
writings, as his primary aim here is to support the Malik school rather than refute it. The
research also highlights al-Ghumari’s broad scholarly exposure, exceptional memorization,
precision in legal reasoning, and adept use of both textual and rational proofs, along with clear
methodological consistency, all of which make him a distinguished example of a scholar who is
both jurist and traditionalist expert. The findings demonstrate that Imam Malik founded his
school upon the Qur’an, the Sunnah, and the consensus of the Muslim community, and that al-
Ghumart reaffirmed the integrity of the Malikt school by elucidating its robust fundamental-
based structure. The study further shows that al-Ghumari employed in his evidential method
approximately four hundred Qur’anic verses, around 2,500 traditions, more than fifty instances
of consensus, and over one hundred sources, reflecting the depth and strength of the scholarly
material upon which he built his reconstruction of Malik1 legal principles and rulings.

Keywords: Maliki school, jurisprudential reasoning, fundamental principles, Islamic law,
Methodology of al-Ghomari, Jurist and traditionalist.
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TRANSLITERATION
a. Consonant
Arabic Latin Arabic e Latin
. . e farun
i (a,i,u) f&; ahkam
- b e babun
o t % tamr
& th &N thalatha
z ] = Jabal
z h Cud> hadith
& kh AU khalid
> d R din
3 dh Als madhhab
) r Cal) rahib
J z 65 zaki1
e ] (5’\; salam
o sh S sharaba
S S 3:*59 sodrun
2 d S dar
b t b tahura
b Z b zhohr
¢ ¢ e “abdun
¢ gh Lok ghayb
< f tedE Fatihah
8 q s qabas
4 k S kitab
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J 1 % layl
¢ m e munir
O n & niqab
9 w NV wa‘ada
2 h Csaa hadaf
83 y gl Yiasuf
b. Short Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
: a S kataba
: i e ‘alima
; u L ghuliba
c. Long Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
S < a =y ;L’c ‘alam , fata
< 1 1 lke ‘alim , da1
9 i ;-’CJ}‘ ¢ (;ii ‘ulim , "ud‘a
d. Diphthong
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
J/T aw "JJT aulad
LS‘ ay g‘ﬁj ayyam
&) iy 46 iyyaka
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