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ABSTRACT

This study examines the jurisprudential rulings related to a wife’s financial maintenance (nafagah) by her
husband, comparing its provisions in Islamic jurisprudence and Australian law. Key issues discussed include the
causes of maintenance, conditions under which it is forfeited, and the central research problem: the lack of
clarity regarding a wife’s entitlement to maintenance in cases where she files a complaint against her husband,
which may result in suspension of that entitlement. The study also explores the legal status of spousal support
under Australian law. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method, collecting relevant issues and
examining them through a comparative jurisprudential lens based on evidence, discussion, preference (tarjih),
and connections between classical and contemporary jurisprudence. The study’s findings include: a wife’s
maintenance is obligatory as long as she fulfills marital obligations and is not rebellious. If a wife unjustly files a
complaint against her husband or engages in nushiiz (disobedience), her right to maintenance is forfeited.
However, if her complaint is justified and aims to prevent wrongdoing, her entitlement remains valid. The study
further notes that there is no clear religious basis for spousal support (as regulated) under Australian law. The
research recommends raising awareness among spouses about the wife’s legitimate right to maintenance,
stressing the role of scholars and preachers in addressing shortcomings, and encouraging cooperation among
Islamic institutions to develop Sharia-compliant solutions for emerging issues.

Keyword: Maintenance (Nafaqah), Spousal Support, Nushuiz (Rebellion).
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a. Consonant

TRANSLITERATION
Arabic Latin Arabic e Latin
. ‘ BiE farun
i (a,i,u) f&; ahkam
- b e babun
o t i tamr
& th N thalatha
z ] % Jabal
e h Cuds hadith
& kh SU[ES khalid
> d R din
3 dh AL madhhab
B r Caaly rahib
J z 65 zaki
o ] (5’\# salam
o sh -yt sharaba
P S e sodrun
o? d Be dar
b t b tahura
5 z S zhohr
¢ ¢ b “abdun
i gh S ghayb
o f iz Fatihah
3 q s qabas
gl k LS kitab
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J 1 % layl
¢ m pre munir
O n Sl niqab
9 w &3 wa‘ada
A h Cada hadaf
83 y i) Yiasuf
b. Short Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
. a XS kataba
: i e ‘alima
: u A ghuliba
¢. Long Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
S ¢ a By ;Lﬁ ‘alam , fata
< 1 13 ke °alim , da‘t
9 i ,»‘C;‘ ¢ (;i}— culim , "ud‘a
d. Diphthong
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
J/T aw "JJT aulad
6‘ ay (‘GT ayyam
) iy 36} iyyaka
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