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ABSTRACT
This paper explores the concept of qiwamah (male leadership or guardianship) as conceptualized in radical
feminist discourse, analyzing it through a critical-analytical lens grounded in the Qur’anic verse from Sirat al-
Nisa- . The study employs a partial inductive method alongside comparative analysis and critique. It begins with
an introductory overview of feminist thought, tracing its origins, major currents, and prominent figures. The first
section addresses key feminist perspectives on giwamah, including: the claim that the Qur'an affirms male
authority based on prevailing social realities; the assertion that patriarchal bias has shaped traditional exegetical
approaches; and the methodological inconsistencies in interpreting this verse. The second section offers a critical
evaluation of these views. The study finds that, despite their diverse methodologies, radical feminist
interpretations converge on a shared tendency to marginalize the normative function of religious texts in
regulating family structures. In contrast, the research highlights a trend within Islamic feminism that adopts
inductive and interpretive reasoning—represented by scholars such as Fazlur Rahman Malik, Ibrahim Khalifah,
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Amani Saleh, and Abdullah al-Qaysi—while other approaches fluctuate between historicist, structuralist, and
deconstructionist frameworks, often contradicting their own theoretical premises..

Keyword: Radical feminism, Qiwamah, Patriarchy, Qur’anic exegesis, Interpretation..
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TRANSLITERATION
a. Consonant
Arabic Latin Arabic A Latin

. ‘ ju farun

i (a,i,u) (&M ahkam
o b oy babun
o t Y tamr
& th e thalatha
d ] e Jabal
C h RN hadith
& kh N khalid
> d L) din

> dh ks madhhab
5 r Cal rahib
5 z ey zaki
o S (/B’L/w salam
S sh g sharaba
° S SM Sodrun
P d e dar
b t ,;b tahura
b Z oy zhohr
¢ ¢ KW ‘abdun
¢ gh L_& ghayb
o £ 2ousls Fatihah
3 q Zr‘*’ qabas
B k oty kitab
J 1 :}J layl
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e m ﬁi munir
O n s niqab
P w & wa‘ada
o h YV hadaf
<$ y s }j Yusuf
b. Short Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
— a [y kataba
— i ("L" ‘alima
— u e ghuliba
¢. Long Wovel
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
S oy Vﬂ}' ‘alam , fata
< L;?‘:’ ‘ V-J-C ‘alim , daT
P ey . Sle ‘ulim , "ud‘t
d. Diphthong
. . Example
Arabic Latin Arabic Latin
j aw sy jf aulad
6\ ay r\ﬁ ayyam
I iy il iyyaka
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