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ABU BAKR’S ENTITLEMENT TO THE CALIPHATE AND THE
REFUTATION OF THE CRITICISM RAISED ABOUT HIM
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Associate Professor, Department of Aleagida, Umm Al-Qura University.
E-mail: Dr.fs@hotmail.com

ABSTRACT
The main idea of the research is centered around mentioning the evidences from which the scholars

deduced the entitlement of Abu Bakr Al-Siddig (may Allah be pleased with him) to the Caliphate from the
hadiths of the two Sahihs only, and how the Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) understood
these signs and indications that the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) referred to in those
hadiths from his sayings and actions in his life, and then they implemented it in practice after his death,
so they put him forward, and they did not advance over him, and they pledged allegiance to him
unanimously for the Caliphate. The problem of the research lies in the fact that there are authentic
narations that have been misunderstood, and taken by some prejudiced people to defame the caliphate of
Abu Bakr Al-Siddig (may Allah be pleased with him). The aim of the research is to respond to these
criticism and slanders, and to understand those narations that they quoted in their correct context and to
clarify their correct intended meaning. The researcher has demonstrated this according to the scientific
method followed, which is the method of induction of the hadiths reported about the caliphate of Abu
Bakr al-Siddiq in the Two Sahihs, and the analysis of those hadits and commenting on them, and the
research reached the results: that Abu Bakr al-Siddiq is the best companions and the most deserving of
the caliphate, and that the criticism which they raised against him were misunderstanding of hadits they
quoted, and it contradicts its linguistic and context meaning, and that Ali pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr
voluntarily without compulsion or prudent fear (tagiyyah)..

Keywords: Abu Bakr Al-Siddig, entitlement, caliphate.
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