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Tafkik School's Attitude to Sufist's Irfan

AHMED KAWASHTY MAKHLOUFH
Abstract

This research discusses the definition of current Shia's Tatkik school which was established by Mahdi
Isfahani (died 1365H / 1946 BC). And one of the most important issues this school is known for, is its
critical attitude toward Philosophy and Sufist's Irfan considering them as obtrusive elements which makes
a confusion in understanding the texts of the Wahi, thus it adopted the principle of tafkikism -
separationism in English - which means to separate between the three cognitive approaches: The Quranic
approach, the Irfanic approach and the philosophic approach, and understanding the Quranic concepts in
an original without any interpretation or mixing with other doctrines or ideologies.The research starts
with defining the Tafkik's school, how it's founded, the most famous figures, explanation of Irfan itself
and its relationship with Sufism and Illuminationism, and lastly and more detailed, the attitudes of the
main characters towards the Sufism and Irfan, compared to the mainstream Shia's attitude which has gone
through different stages, either approving and disapproving.

Keywords: Tafkik school , Shia, Sufist's Irfan , Mahdi Isfahani
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