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The Temporal and Spatial Gaps Between the Mufti and the
contemporary Issues, with it's Effect on the Fatwa

An Applied Study in Muslims Minorities’ Jurisprudence

Abdulwahab Abdullah Alrsyni
Abstract

The study aims to investigate the most common jurisprudential issues related to the Mufti being of a
different time and place. The purpose of the study is to help both the Mufti and mustafti (the one seeking
fatwa) arrive at correct rulings related to those legal issues where the Mufti is not local or is from a
different time. The paper also includes practical examples that demonstrate the extent to which the fatwa
is affected owing to this gap in time and place. The method was used: descriptive, analytical. The key
conclusions and proposals at which the study arrives: The temporal and spatial gap do not have
implications on every issue. The portrayal of the new issue itself is one of the most essential parts in
formulating the fatwa — this requires an experienced scholar of figh. The real-world applications
demonstrate the impact of the temporal and spatial gap on how the Mufti perceives the new issue, which,
by extension, leads to the ruling to change. The real-world applications also show that the temporal and
special gap of the Mufti do not render his fatwa invalid. On the contrary, it may actual be the more correct
opinion as a result of the Mufti not being influenced by factors that considered by Islamic law, factors

which do influence the judgement of those living in closer proximity to the new issue.

Keywords: Fatwa, Muslim minorities.
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