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Teaching languages by immersion in early childhood- An applied descriptive study
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Abstract
The research aims to describe the
method of language immersion in early
childhood and the necessity of
improving the linguistic level of our
nation. It discusses the importance of
teaching children languages at this age,
their ability to learn more than one
language, and its relevance to the child's
growth and mental development. It
emphasizes the significance of teaching
Standard Arabic to Arab children, and
the dangers of being limited to
colloquialism or focusing on another
language at the expense of Arabic. It
addresses some of the questions and
fears of learning more than one language
simultaneously by children below 6 or 7.
It then addresses learning languages by

immersion; how it is applied, and
presents existing examples of
institutions, schools and activities

dedicated to this method in the world.
Finally, it resents the findings and
recommendations for application in the
Arab world. Among the important
finding are: proving the need to focus on
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2See section one of the second chapter
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teaching  children  languages by
immersion, starting with  Standard
Arabic followed by other languages,
presenting practical proposals that can
be applied at the level of the Arab and
Islamic nation and indicating the
efficacy of this method due to the
potentials of children's brain at this age.
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' Mahmoud Alsayed (2010), Language teaching

methodologies for children, linguistic practices —
24
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“Katherine Kinsler, New York Times, March 11,
2016 - Higher social skills of bilinguals.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5QV18Mjj
51
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’Naya Ramirez et al. - Developmental Sciences

journal - Volume 20, Issue 1 - January 2017 -
Speech recognition in  11-month-old bilingual
and monolingual children: a magnetic brain
study

¥ Nerolmage Journal - August 2001 - Volume 14

- Issue 2. Hernandez A. E et al., Department of
Psychology, University of California, Santa
Barbara, California, United States of America -
Switching between two languages and the
linguistic representation of English and Spanish
speakers: study using MRI.
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5Chomsky (1965, 1959), and (Ervin 1964) (by:

Abdullah al-Dannan) and The Critical Period for
Lenneberg (1964), which says that the ability to
learn English is related to the age observed, and
that the ideal age for learning foreign languages
is between 2 and the age of puberty. The
neurophysiological theory of Penfield and
Roberts (1959) says that the best age for learning
foreign languages is the first decade of life, to be
in line with the requirements of brain
physiology. Andersson (1973) quoted
Montessori saying that a child under the age of
three is able to form language mechanisms and
can speak any number of languages if used in his
or her environment at birth. Andersson (1973)
quoted White, director of the Harvard
Kindergarten Project and other observers and
students, saying that the first three years of life
are the best learning period. (See: Rima Saad Al-
Jarf, Shall we teach children English the age of
Six?)

¢ Abdullah Al-Dannan - The theory of teaching
the Arabic language instinctively and practically,
applications and pervasion- University of
Damascus — Syria — 178, 179
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"Agnes Melinda Kovac and Jack Miller,
Department of Cognitive Neuroscience, National
Academy of Sciences, vol. 106, No. 16 -
Cognitive gains for children aged 7 months.

12 The Science Alert website, citing Pennsylvania
State University - how learning new languages
can change your brain at any age.
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° Dr. Patricia Catherine Cole: Professor of

Speech and Hearing Science and Co-Director of
the Institute of Learning and Brain Sciences at
the University of Washington. She has
specialized in language learning and the
grammatical basis of languages. She has also
conducted numerous research on language
development in autism as well as computer
literacy. She is currently working as an assistant
editor for magazines: American Acoustic Society
Journal, Neuroscience Magazine, and
Developmental Science Journal - Wikipedia.

'Y TED Talks, YouTube, The linguistic genius of

babies Patricia Cole, February 18, 2011.
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16 Abdullah Al-Dannan - The theory of teaching

the Arabic language instinctively and practically,
applications and pervasion- University of
Damascus — Syria — 169, 170

17 Alfred Le Chatelier (1977). The conquest on

the Islamic world “le conquéte du monde
musulman”- Summarized and translated into
Arabic by: Musa'id Al-Yafi and Mahabeddin Al-
Khatib — 17,18
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"> Abdullah Al-Dannan - The theory of teaching
the Arabic language instinctively and practically,
applications and pervasion- University of
Damascus — Syria

14 see: Rima Saad Al-Jarf. shall we teach kids

English before the age of six?
15 Barbara T. Conway et al., University of

Washington - The link between the distinction
between mother tongue and other languages and
linguistic development at the end of the first year
of life.



\_M;k;gs\w\a;u@asj&rmofvgymﬁ
A e (5 Y ald) po s anoy U0 13y Loy
G B, 4y B, ey O ale Wl duald) O
e Ty (Y1 dedd) O G 3 g 0T
OLE "8l ods L 2 oS0 Rl e gy 30l
sy el Ul - iyl G ag Al il
Ofy ety o mSU QLSS ] oo 0l s
el il 418" OVl iy

Ll (3 58 o] Olodlaas et o
Wlidly 30 Je s b Sasdl c,,pfj cialall
b2y ey adll Al (IS e el
e Jolse M 3 eale SO S ) & e
Sy el gk

e s oAl OB G b ] 8L
sl A e 03 ey ghat (odall W tnndl
i)l Aadesy 2 U 6uST Lo My codadl Cansy
AN TP R SR R N P
O35 Y o8ly (ol e Ll a3 ol
Oy b 3l Ol 2 Jlall oliiall V)

21 Abdullah Al-Dannan - The theory of teaching

the Arabic language instinctively and practically,
applications and pervasion — 181, 182
22 An English language teacher for non-native

speakers at the University of Brentam Young,
Utah, and chairs the association for Teaching
English to Speakers of Other Languages (tesol)
at the same university. Previous ref. — 200
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18 Al-Dannan - The theory of teaching the
Arabic language instinctively and practically,
applications and pervasion— 171

' Previous ref.

20 previous ref. and Mohamed Abdul Aziz Al-

Nassar - The reality of the performance of
professional teachers of Arabic language and
others in the primary grades - Master Thesis -
King Saud University - 1426
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% see: Rima Saad Al-Jarf. shall we teach kids
English before the age of six? - The importance
of learning the mother tongue first

2% patsy M. Lightbown, University of Concordia
- Concordia Worksheets in Applied Linguistics

¥ Poly-Bjork-Wellen, Applied Linguistics,
Volume 29, Issue 4, December 1, 2008 - Routine
problem: how pre-school children participate in
multilingual education
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% In Seattle, Washington, previous ref.-200, 201
2Al-Dannan - The theory of teaching the Arabic

language instinctively  and practically,
applications and pervasion — 185, 186
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3 Patsy M. Lightbown, University of Concordia

- Concordia worksheets in Applied Linguistics -
(too easy? children's acquisition of languages)(

3* previous ref.
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% Dr. Victoria L. Dunkley - Mental Wealth -

Psychology Today - 18 August 2015

» Lauren F. Baker, University of Colorado,
March 7, 2013 - The impact of exposure to
screens on children's learning of words

% see: Ben Moussa Zinedine. (2015). Children's
satellite channels and their pioneering role in
teaching Arabic to young children. Knowledge
bridges, 47 and beyond

%1 e.g. My Language Exchange, The Mixer, Easy
Language Exchange, HelloTalk

%2 Language mixing refers to mixing two or more
languages or two or more dialects during speech
- language mixing, Wikipedia
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3 Al-Dannan - The theory of teaching the Arabic

language instinctively  and practically,
applications and pervasion— 180, 181
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% Robert Keith Johnson, University of Hong
Kong and Merrill Sween, Ontario Institute of
Education Studies, University of Toronto,
Cambridge Applied Linguistics, Cambridge
University Press, 1997 - Immersion Education:
An International Perspective
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